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Tips on Safe Trick or Treating
With Halloween rapidly approaching and families eager to resume trick or
treating activities this fall, we wanted to share some helpful insight from the
CDC on reducing the risks of contracting or spreading harmful viruses including
COVID-19 or influenza. Here are some simple yet effective ideas to consider:

Wear A Mask
•

Get creative and make your cloth mask part of the costume.

•

A costume mask is NOT a substitute for a cloth mask.

•

Please do NOT wear a costume mask over a cloth mask. It can make
breathing more difficult.

•

Masks should NOT be worn by children under the age of 2 or anyone who
has trouble breathing.

Wash Your Hands
•

Bring hand sanitizer with you and use it after touching objects or other
people.

•

Use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.

•

Parents: supervise young children using hand sanitizer.

•

Wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds when you get
home and before you eat any treats.

Keep Your Distance
•

Stay at least 6 feet away from others who do not live with you.

•

Whether indoors or outdoors, you are more likely to get or spread COVID-19
when you are in close contact with others for a long time.

•

Try to stick with outdoor trick-or-treating in small groups. Viruses are much
less likely to spread outside than in poorly ventilated indoor spaces.

Letter From

Mayor:

Mayor Mark Becker

Aldermen:
Ward I:

In July, I indicated in this column that the City was pursuing
acquisition of the 27.5 acre Janssen Farm property on Dougherty
Ferry Road for future expansion of Sugar Creek Park. While we
submitted an offer which we believe was market competitive,
that offer has been neither accepted nor rejected.

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6121 (VM)

We have recently been advised that the owners have entered
into negotiations with another bidder–the name and intention
of the apparent successful bidder have not been made known
to us at this time. While I am a realist, I am also an optimist.
I have not given up all hope as the attorney for the seller
has indicated that until the sale closes we remain under
consideration. More to come as we learn more.

James Osherow Jr
josherow@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6122 (VM)

Ward II:
Dean Fitzpatrick
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6124 (VM)

Ward III:
Pat Barrett
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)

Some may have noticed the solar panels and cameras recently
installed at the entrances to West County Center – these are
Flock License Plate Reader Camera’s installed at the City’s
request and expense ($2,500 per year) as a part of an overall
effort to ramp up security at WCC by both the mall operator
and our Department of Public Safety. WCC security has had in
place surveillance at all entrances since the new mall opened in
2002. Those cameras record license plates as cars enter the center
which, along with their extensive internal surveillance systems,
have been invaluable to our Public Safety Department as an
investigative tool following an incident on the property.

These new camera’s provide both an upgraded quality of recordings
and have the added capability to notify the department in real time
of any vehicles entering the property after hours; capture images
of both the car and the license plate that have been entered into the
Sean Concagh
REJIS database being stolen or wanted; or vehicles our department has
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
programmed into the database as being “of interest” based on multiple
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
factors. This new technology is relatively inexpensive and its effectiveness
will be evaluated after a two-year period. The cameras have been placed
both at West County Center and at The Lodge.
As we enter the fall, the city is hard at work on the annual budget process
which should culminate with a public hearing in late November. The good
news is that the local economy, or at least our sales tax revenues, appear
to be recovering at a faster rate than anticipated. We had anticipated
an 80.0% recovery rate compared to pre-COVID sales tax revenues
and our current projections place us at 90.0%+.
Of course the holiday season is yet to come and typically holiday
sales tax is about 30.0% of our annual sales tax revenues and those
numbers will not be known to the city until received in late early
March.
In the meantime, enjoy the fall weather... no longer summer hot but not
yet winter cold.
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-Mark

Student Election

Judges Program
The St. Louis County Board of Election Commissioners
is accepting applications from high school students
who are interested in the Election Board’s High School
Student Election Judge Program. The Student Election
Judge Program gives students an opportunity to work
with veteran Election Judges providing hands-on
experience in learning how elections are conducted.
Participating in the electoral process is an excellent
way to promote the importance of civic engagement
and instill a sense of public responsibility in our youth
as they enter adulthood. This can also be a great
opportunity for students to earn community service
hours for graduation requirements or earn a wage for
working at a polling place on Election Day.
To qualify students must be at least 15 but under 18
years of age, and be in the 10th, 11th, or 12th grade. The
Election Board also encourages high school students
who are of 18 years of age to apply as regular Election
Judges.
Interested Students can apply by following this link:
www.vote4stlco.com/pollaccess Applications must
be received in the Election Board’s Office by Friday,
March 11 for students to work in the April 5th, 2022
General Municipal Election. Contact Jim McHugh of
the Board of Elections at (314) 615-1858 or email Jim
at highschoolprogram@stlouiscountymo.gov to learn
more.

Des Peres Recognizes

Fire Prevention Week
Join our Public Safety Department in spreading this
year's Fire Prevention Week theme:

"Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety"
From beeps to chirps, this year’s
campaign aims to better educate
the public about the sounds
smoke alarms make, what those
sounds mean, and how to respond
to them. To learn more, visit the
National Fire Protection Association
website

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times in
October on Monday the 11th and 25th at 7pm.
All meetings are open to the public and livestreamed with video on the city website using
our Agenda Center. Per St. Louis County Health
Mandate, all meeting attendees regardless
of vaccination status are required to wear a
mask while indoors. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in September:
1. R21-3502: Authorizing an Agreement with
Chase Bank for a Five (5) year contract for
Banking Services
2. B21-2925: An Ordinance of the City of Des
Peres Amending Article XI – Flood Hazard
Damage Prevention and Protection
Section 6-175 - Provisions for Flood
Hazard Reduction to Add a Compensatory
Storage Requirement
3. B21-2927: An Ordinance amending
Chapter 13, Article II of Division
Regulating Door-to-Door Solicitation and
Section 14-388 Regulating Solicitation in
Public Roadways
Items Under Review in October:
1. R21-3503: Authorizing Execution of an
Easement with Colonnade GC Relating to
Manchester Road Improvements
2. R21-3504: Acknowledging Receipt
of the Proposed 2022 Budget for
the Manchester/Ballas Community
Improvement District
3. R21-3505: Authorizing Execution of
a Municipal Certification of Intent
to Participate in Project-Funding for
the Operations, Maintenance and
Construction Improvement Taxing SubDistricts Involving the Deer Creek and
Sugar Creek Watersheds
4. R21-3506: Authorizing a Contract
with Tech Electronics for Emergency
Replacement of the Fire Alarm System at
the Des Peres Government Center
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Parks & Recreation

FITNESS CENTER SHUT DOWN: OCTOBER 19-OCTOBER 21
The Lodge Fitness Center will be closed from October 19-October 21.
Timeline of closure: Wednesday, October 19 8:00am-12:00pm old equipment removed, after
12:00pm and until Thursday, October 21 at 5:00pm new equipment will be delivered and
installed.
The Lodge is replacing all upright bikes, recumbent bikes, and
group exercise spinning bikes during this transition. In addition
the life fitness and free motion strength training circuit are
being changed as well. During this shut down staff will be
deep cleaning the fitness equipment and overall facility. The
walking track will remain open during this period. The Lodge
will re-open on Friday October 22 at 5:30am. Thank you for
your understanding during this transition and closure!

NEW LODGE RECREATION SOFTWARE
New Registration Software at The Lodge
Des Peres CivicRec is here! We are excited
to announce our new software registration
system, CivicRec, is now available at The Lodge
Des Peres! Our project team has been working
for several months on the launch of this new
registration system with the goal to better
and more efficiently serve you, our customers.
Your account has been migrated over from
our previous system (MaxGalaxy). If you are a
continuous monthly member, please make sure
you have updated your credit card information
with us so there is no disruption of your services.
Visit our website at www.thelodgedesperes.com to
browse fall activities and special events coming soon!
FREE TRIAL GROUP EXERCISE CLASS
Are you interested in trying one of our Group Exercise
fitness classes? Maybe you walked by the gymnasium,
group exercise studio or even outdoors at Des Peres Park
and saw a fun, energetic class going on and wanted to
know more. Perhaps your favorite instructor has started
teaching a new class outdoors and you want to try it out.
Experience The Lodge group exercise program with a free
trial class! Request a free class online at www.desperesmo.
org/343 or contact Daniel at dboyle@desperesmo.org.
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THE FENCERS ACADEMY
Engarde! This 6-week class offers an excellent
introduction to the Olympic sport of fencing for
both beginners and advanced fencers. Often
called “physical chess,” fencing is a safe and fun
activity that hones both the body and the mind.
Receive expert training from former National
Egyptian Coach Hossam Hassan. He currently
holds certifications from the International
Olympic Committee and the French Fencing
Federation. Training will include stretching,
drills, supervised fencing bouts, games and
other fun activities. Participants will learn
footwork techniques, blade work, elements
of distance and timing, and be introduced to
the three weapons. Wear loose, comfortable
clothes, long pants and athletic shoes. All other
equipment will be provided. Minimum 4/
Maximum 20
Cost: $80/Member & Resident;
$96/Non-Resident
Ages: 5 - Adults
Days: Saturday
Time: 10 – 11 a.m.
Session: November 6 – December 18
(No class 11/27)
Instructor: Hossam Hassan
Location: The Lodge Gymnasium, Court 2

DES PERES WELCOMES NEIL FICK AS NEW BUILDING OFFICIAL
We welcome Neil Fick, who took over as Des Peres’ Building Official on
September 20th. Neil has over eighteen years’ experience as a Building
Inspector, Building Official, and Fire Marshal. He has held the position
of Assistant Chief-Structural Inspections with St. Louis County, Building
Official/Fire Marshal with the City of Brentwood, and Director of Planning &
Development with the City of Warrenton.
Neil is a Certified Building Official (CBO), Certified Fire Marshal, Plans Examiner, and holds various
certifications with the ICC. He earned an AA in Architecture from Ranken Technical College, a BA in Business
from Lindenwood University, and an MA in Training & Development from Lindenwood University. Neil
currently serves as president of the Missouri Association of Building Officials and Inspectors (MABOI).
CONSTRUCTION SEASON RECAP & 2022 PREVIEW
Construction season is winding down, so here’s a look at what was completed
this year and a look at what’s ahead for 2022:

Completed in 2021
•

Bent Brook Court was reconstructed, replacing the old concrete street
with a new one.

•

Ridgelawn Drive, Westwind Drive, and St. Clement Lane all received new asphalt overlays after
the old asphalt was removed and underlying concrete slabs were replaced where needed.

•

Over 600 sidewalk slabs were replaced in Four Winds Farm due to trip hazards.

•

Pedestrian Signals were installed on Des Peres Road at Grandview Heights and just north of
Goodson/Wyndham Crossing.

•

Fairoyal Drive was reconstructed from Barrett Station past East Royal. Other than bridge
replacements, this was one of the largest projects undertaken by the City in many years. While
it was a bit slow getting started, our contractor knocked it out of the park and we have received
lots of positive feedback from the residents. The project was broken into sixteen phases, set
up so that each driveway was typically only closed for one week, and never more than five
in a row, allowing for nearby on-street parking. Piping was also installed in order to eliminate
longstanding groundwater seepage.

Coming in 2022
•

Covered in-depth in the September newsletter, a roundabout will be constructed at the
intersection of Des Peres Road and Old Des Peres Road next summer.

•

Design is nearly complete for rebuilding Highland Avenue next spring/summer.

•

Manchester Road is slated for resurfacing in 2022 by MoDOT, and the City has a smaller
“piggyback” project. However, this project has been delayed before, and the schedule is outside
our control.

•

St. Louis County is scheduled to resurface Ballas Road from Dougherty Ferry to Manchester in
2022. In preparation for that project, Missouri-American Water Company has been replacing the
16” water main.

Public Works

•

Other smaller City projects are being planned and will be implemented next year pending
budgetary approval in the coming months.
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Staff Directory
CITY HALL
12325 Manchester Road
Office: 314-835-6100
Fax: 314-835-6101

THE LODGE
1050 Des Peres Road
314-835-6150

Director of Parks & Recreation
City Administrator
Melissa Myers, CPRP
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
mmyers@desperesmo.org
dharms@desperesmo.org 835-6150
835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
Assistant City
1000 N. Ballas Road
Administrator
Non-Emergency:
Scott Schaefer, MPA
314-835-6200
sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
835-6132
314-835-6235
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall, MS
ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6200

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/
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