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A Message on Public Safety From Chief Hall
As most of the community is aware, our department has responded to two (2)
shooting incidents at West County Center, the first on April 2nd and again on July
3 which tragically resulted in the loss of a life. I would like to briefly talk about
each incident, our overall crime in Des Peres, and the solutions the department
will focus on moving forward.
During the April 2nd incident two groups got into an altercation in the middle of
the center and during the altercation two firearms fell to the floor. As one of the
firearms was picked up one shot was fired into the lower wall - thankfully no one
was struck as part of this incident. The subject who fired the shot was arrested
within two hours and charged by the St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney’s
Office. This was not a random act but the result of an altercation between two
subjects who were familiar with each other.
During the July 3rd incident, a subject was approached by another in the mall
and brief confrontation ensued. Both subjects pulled pistols and one subject was
shot and ultimately died from his injuries. Fortunately, no innocent bystanders
were injured. Due to the extensive camera system at West County Center and
work of our department alongside the Major Case Squad, the subject was quickly
identified and arrested within eight (8) hours of the incident. The subject was
charged by the St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office for felony murder
and armed criminal action.
Since the July 3rd incident, I have received inquiries from a small number of our
residents about overall crime in Des Peres and the plans for the department
moving forward. I appreciate the opportunities to speak with our community
members, and during these discussions it is clear to me that a misperception
exists on the overall crime in our city. The department routinely reports all
criminal activity monthly to the FBI (as do all police agencies) and our stats
provided to the local media for the Post-Dispatch Crime mapping graphic for
the area by city. A comparative summary of our crime statistics on a year-to-date
basis for the past 3 years:
Continued on Page 6 ⇨

Letter From

Mayor:

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Mayor Mark Becker

My office and city hall staff have received numerous e-mails and
phone calls from citizens expressing strong opinions about the
mask mandate imposed by the County Executive on July 26th
which was subsequently overturned by the County Council on
Aldermen:
July 27th. As expected, the matter is now in court and confusion
reigns about what is or is not required. In the meantime, we are
Ward I:
accepting
the state law as valid and consider the mask mandate
John Pound
to be overturned.
jpound@desperesmo.org
Many of those e-mails demanded that Des Peres join with a
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
handful of other cities publicly stating their intention to defy
and not enforce the mask mandate. There is a clear public
James Osherow Jr
misunderstanding on this issue fueled by bombastic press
statements from a few city officials. Fact #1 – the County Charter
josherow@desperesmo.org
(approved by the voters in 1968) grants the county sole authority
(314) 835-6122 (VM)
over public health in the county – the city has no legal role or
right to veto or ignore a county health order. Fact #2 – there is
Ward II:
no legal authority for a police agency (including County PD) to
enforce administrative orders issued by the County Department
Dean Fitzpatrick
of Public Health.
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
Des Peres Public Safety has not and will not proactively enforce the
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
mask mandate because there is no legal authority for them to do
so. However, we remain committed to working with our business
Jim Kleinschmidt
community when requested to do so if a patron refuses to wear a
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
mask or to vacate the premises. Our role is largely to keep the peace
during such confrontations. Our legal authority is limited to issuing a
(314) 835-6124 (VM)
trespassing violation to any patron who refuses to leave the premises
when asked by the owner to do so. During the past 18 months of
Ward III:
COVID, we have not issued even a single trespassing citation relating
to masking.
Pat Barrett
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
You may have noticed that door-to-door solicitation has again
commenced in Des Peres despite COVID. We had suspended licensing
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
of solicitors in light of COVID but recent court decisions have overturned
such restrictions. The courts have consistently held that door-to-door
Sean Concagh
solicitation is ”public speech” under the US Constitution. The courts have
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
severely limited our ability to regulate both door-to-door soliciation and
roadside fundraising. My suggestion, if you don’t like door-to-door or road(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
side solicitors, simply quit giving them money. They only solicit door-to-door
because it works. They only solicit donations at intersections because it is
effective. When people stop buying or giving, businesses and groups will stop
soliciting.
I want to also briefly address concerns I have heard over the recent violent
event at West County Center on July 3rd. That event served as a shocking
wake-up call that serious crime, including the assault that resulted in
death, can happen anywhere in our region. Our hearts and prayers go
out to the family of the victim, our first responders who dealt with the
incident and to all members of our community who lost a part of their
feeling of safety and security.
We are committed to doing our best in Des Peres to prevent crime and
catch criminals. However, retail operations and regional malls do attract
crime – primarily shoplifting and stealing. Shoplifters have become more
brazen and sometimes flee or resist arrest creating an additional crime of
assault. More serious crimes against persons do occur occasionally and,
yes, shoppers in the mall may be armed as allowed by state law. While signs
may be posted by the property owner prohibiting bringing weapons into the
mall, enforcement under state law is limited to asking the violator to leave or to
issue a trespassing ticket for refusing to do so.
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Letter from Mayor Becker

Continued

A little known fact – the city staffs WCC with a
mall detail of 4 full-time police officers with 1-2
on duty at all times when the mall is open- we
are the only city in our area to do so. A portion of
the cost for doing so is reimbursed by the mall's
ownership. The mall also has very sophisticated
surveillance system in place that is a very effective
tool to investigate and resolve incidents when
they happen and in doing so is a deterrent to
criminal activities. Our police and mall security
work closely and effectively together as evidenced
by the arrest of the suspect in this incident within 8
hours of the incident. We draw on our neighboring
police agencies to assist when an event occurs as
we did on July 3rd and in an earlier incident this
year when a weapon was discharged in the mall.
That mutual aid is automatic and may seem like an
over-response but is necessary until the police can
fully understand the severity of an incident and
the resources need to handle that emergency.
Our Director of Public Safety and the first
responders under his command are currently reevaluating all aspects of the security plan and our
presence in our commercial neighborhoods just as
we continually evaluate the effectiveness of patrols
and visibility in our residential neighborhoods. In
truth, crime statistics in Des Peres are relatively low
compared to other areas. That does not lessen the
shock of a major but unusual incident nor does it
warrant simply accepting the status quo as being
normal or acceptable. We are working with mall
ownership who own 60+ malls across the country
and collaborating with other cities with large
scale retail operations in our region to evaluate
what others are doing and working on some joint
efforts. This includes the possibility of different
technologies currently being tried in other areas
of our region.
In follow-up to last month’s article regarding the
Janssen Farm property – Des Peres did submit an
offer of purchase and are waiting on a response
from the owners who, we understand, are reviewing
multiple offers. Making this purchase will stretch
our budget a few years and require some careful
evaluation of spending priorities in the short term.
However, if successful we will have preserved the
last major piece of greenspace in Des Peres for
future generations of Des Peres residents.
It is hard to believe that summer is almost over and
the children are preparing a return to the classroom
in the next few weeks. To ensure that they can
attend in person and not virtually requires that the
larger community gets vaccinated – to date less
than 50% of St Louis County residents over age 18
are fully vaccinated. I urge all who have not already
done so to get vaccinated. If you have questions or
concerns, talk to your own physician about the pros
and cons based on your own health conditions.
Together, only the community can beat COVID.
-Mark

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times in
August on Monday the 9th and 23rd at 7pm.
All meetings are open to the public and livestreamed with video on the city website using
our Agenda Center.Per CDC guidance, all
meeting attendees regardless of vaccination
status are encouraged but not required
to wear a mask. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in July:
1. B21-2915: An Ordinance of the City of
Des Peres Amending Section 404.030 of
the Zoning Code to Update the Side Yard
Setback in Zone “F”
2. B21-2916: An Ordinance of the City of
Des Peres Amending Section 406.030 of
the Zoning code to Prohibit Sport Court
Lighting in Residential Districts
3. B21-2917: An Ordinance Amending
Section 4-24 of the Alcoholic Beverages
Ordinances of the City of Des Peres
Relating to Prohibition of Sale of Alcoholic
Beverages at Convenience Stores
Operating in Conjunction with Gasoline
Sales
Items Under Review in August:
1. R21-3488: A Resolution Expressing the
Intention of the Board of Aldermen of the
City of Des Peres to Reimburse Itself for
Certain Capital Expenses from Bond
Proceeds
2. B21-2920: An Ordinance Amending the
Municipal Code Relating to Declaration of
Candidacy for Municipal Office and Filing
Procedures
3. B21-2921: An Ordinance Amending
Ordinance 2997 Relating to Employee
Compensation to Establish the Position of
Parks & Recreation Manager
4. B21-2922: An Ordinance Repealing
Ordinance 2620 and Authorizing
Participation in the Missouri Back to
School Sales Tax Holiday and the Show
Me Green Sales Tax Holiday by the City of
Des Peres Effective January 1, 2022
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Parks & Recreation

ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CLOSURE AT THE LODGE
AUGUST 9 - 15
A friendly reminder that all indoor aquatic facilities at The
Lodge will be closed for annual maintenance and cleaning
between Monday, August 9th and Sunday, August 15th.
During that maintenance period, both the men's and
women's locker rooms will be closed as needed. The
family changing room will remain open at all times.
MONDAY - SATURDAY
Indoor Wave Pool: Closed for maintenance
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
SUNDAY
Indoor Wave Pool: Closed for maintenance
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Treat your doggie for a dip at The Lodge Outdoor
Pool as we end our 2021 summer season! Watch
your pooch paddle and play in the water, receive a
tasty dog treat and make some frisky new friends!
For the safety of everyone, owners must show
current proof of the following vaccinations in order
for their dogs to participate: Distemper, Parvo,
Rabies. Dogs will not be allowed entry without
written documentation of the above vaccines. Owners
may not swim with their pooches; this swim is for dogs
only! Six feet of social distancing is required and all
humans must wear a face covering per St. Louis County
Health Department guidelines. Due to contact tracing
and weather unpredictability, online registration per
session is required and opens at 12 p.m. on the day of the
event. The cost is per human attending the sessions below
(multiple dogs allowed per human). ALL human participants
must pre-register online to attend the event. A portion
of our proceeds will be donated to our partner, the Animal
Protective Association of Missouri, to help more animals find
loving homes. Maximum 50 per session
Cost: $10 per human
Days: Tuesday
Session: #5467 5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
#5468 6:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
Date: September 7
Location: The Lodge Outdoor Pool
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FREE TRIAL GROUP EXERCISE CLASS
Are you interested in trying one of our Group
Exercise fitness classes? Maybe you walked
by the gymnasium, group exercise studio or
even outdoors at Des Peres Park and saw a
fun, energetic class going on and wanted to
know more. Perhaps your favorite instructor
has started teaching a new class outdoors
and you want to try it out. Experience The
Lodge group exercise program with a free
trial class! Request a free class online at
www.desperesmo.org/343 or contact Daniel
at dboyle@desperesmo.org.
DES PERES SUMMER CONCERT SERIES “HOT
SUMMER NIGHTS, COOL SUMMER SOUNDS”
The City of Des Peres presents a FREE summer
concert series in Des Peres Park on Friday, August.
13th. Bring your blankets, lawn chairs and coolers
with your favorite snacks and beverages (alcohol
is allowed). Glass bottles are not permitted for
safety. No concessions will be sold. Limited
parking is available inside the park. Ridesharing
is encouraged and overflow parking is available
at the Edward Jones Building, 12555 Manchester
Road, 63131. The concert series is sponsored by
our friends and neighbors at Central Bank of St.
Louis, Edward Jones, St. Luke’s Des Peres Hospital,
Waste Connection and Schnucks in Des Peres.
In case of inclement weather, please visit www.
desperesmo.org/weather after 4 p.m. on the day
of the event.
Cost: FREE (no registration required)
Date & Time: Friday 7 – 9:30 p.m.
Location: Des Peres Park
Date: August 13 – Whiskey Dixon

RESUMPTION OF ASH REMOVALS
In April 2019, the city adopted its Forestry Plan. Shortly thereafter, we began removing ash trees due to the
emerald ash borer and its destruction of the ash population. New trees were then planted that fall. Unfortunately,
the program was cut in 2020 due to COVID-related budget reductions. Our Streets crew performed removals
in-house over the winter, but we did not have funding to replace them.
Fortunately, funding has been restored for 2021. After reevaluating all 400+ ash trees in the city this spring, we
marked 57 ash trees for removal by our contractor, Gamma Tree. Those removals will start in mid-August and
continue into September. Later this fall, they will plant around 125 new trees to replace not only the 57 they
removed, but all of the ash trees removed by our crew in the interim. All of the trees being removed by Gamma
this time around are in either Very
Poor or Poor condition. Our Streets
crew will resume removal of ash and
other dead trees this winter.
While the Public Works Department
does deal with trees, it does not
have a full-blown forestry division.
Street trees are trimmed only for the
purposes of safety or clearance over
streets and sidewalks. Public Works
does not “deadwood” or perform
general trimming. If street trees are
dead or dying, Public Works will
remove the tree for safety reasons. In
cases where there are improvements
or structures at-risk, the City may
utilize a contractor to remove the
tree. These removals are scheduled
over the winter if possible, as our
crew focuses on street repairs during
summer months.
NOTIFICATIONS REGARDING TRASH, RECYCLING, AND YARD WASTE

The downside of the City paying the bill is that neither the hauler nor the City has an email/phone
list for all of our residents, making it difficult for us to notify you of delays. Thus, we ask you to sign
up for Notify Me through our website. While you’re there, you can sign up for email or text updates
related to meetings, special events, job opportunities, and more.
For more on solid waste, please visit www.desperesmo.org/trash. Waste Connections can be reached
at 636-321-2100 https://www.wasteconnections.com/contact-us/

Public Works

Following competitive bidding last fall, the City of Des Peres renewed its contract with Waste
Connections at a reduced cost, continuing a fifteen-year relationship. Trash, recycling, and yard
waste collection are provided to Des Peres residents at NO CHARGE, a value of approximately $245
per household each year. Like the rest of the solid waste industry, Waste Connections has faced
shortages in manpower, equipment, and parts this year. This has led to delays at times, as there
simply are not enough trucks and drivers to complete routes on schedule. If it appears your entire
street has been missed, please be patient and leave your waste at the curb.
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MESSAGE FROM CHIEF HALL (CONTINUED)
Type of Crime (Year to Date Thru June 30th)
Homicide/Manslaughter*
Manslaughter/Negligence
Sexual Assault
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Other Assault
Burglary
Larceny Reports (primarily shoplifting)
Motor Vehicle Theft
Tampering With An Auto

2021
0
0
0
0
1
18
6
124
9
11

2020
0
0
2
5
0
7
5
156
11
N/A

2019
0
0
0
1
2
12
7
210
1
N/A

*Does not reflect homicide at WCC Mall on July 3, 2021

Raw statistics can be misleading without understanding that these represent “reported crimes” which on
investigation may later be determined to be unfounded or not prosecuted. Further, knowing the details
behind each category is important. For example, the reported two (2) Sexual Assault incidents in 2020 - these
two incidents were not random acts but involved acquaintances at an assisted living facility and the second
between two family members. The other category is “assaults” category and the distinction between an
“aggravated assault” which is a felony and a “simple assault” which is minor in nature and in most incidents
include persons that are familiar with each other and can include assaults without weapons, threats of assault,
disturbances, domestic disturbances, threatening messages and confrontations with shoplifters
In looking at the statistics, and prior to the incidents at West County Center, the violent crime in Des Peres has
remained at a low level. In 2021 simple assaults have increased city wide, however our Larceny incidents have
decreased over the last two years. The one main issue we have seen, which is a regional issue, is the increase
in thefts of motor vehicles and thefts from motor vehicles. The best protection to avoid these types of crimes,
is to lock your car; do not leave keys or valuables in your vehicles in plain sight, and leave outside lights on at
your residence, especially during the overnight hours. Secondarily, call the police if you see suspicious activity
especially after dark in your neighborhood.
Our department has a very positive working relationship with West County Center management and as
mentioned in the Mayor’s article, we have a minimum of 2 officers assigned to the center each day and
assigned additional officers as staffing allows day to day. In addition, the mall has deployed and monitors an
extensive camera system both inside and outside the mall that has been an asset to the department in early
identification of suspects and vehicles, and during our investigations.
Since both incidents we have been meeting with mall management as well as our partner police departments
who also have extensive retail corridors. Our department and the shopping center have been discussing the
implementation of license plate reader cameras at the entrance to the center that have the potential to also
be viewed in real time. In addition to their normal on-site security, the center is now employing additional
off-duty police officers on both Friday and Saturday nights similar to what they do during the holiday season.
Our department has begun parking lot saturation details to be both be visible and for the early identification
of vehicles and suspects prior to an incident taking place. I will add that other potential solutions are in the
planning phase and I am hopeful the department will be able to announce these in the near future, including
a task force made up of other departments that will focus on the retail and shopping corridors.
In closing, our department takes great pride in our commitment to provide a safe community for our residents
and safe destination for the visitors to our community. We strive for Des Peres to continue to be a key regional
community to raise a family, shop, and visit. I welcome any resident or business partner with questions
regarding our department operations, overall crime, or to enroll in our residential camera program to
contact either myself or our Police Commander, Captain Sean Quinn at 314-835-6235.
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Yours in Service, Eric J. Hall, Director of Public Safety

City of

Des Peres
Missouri
connect with us
www.facebook.com/
desperesmo/

Staff Directory
CITY HALL
12325 Manchester Road
Office: 314-835-6100
Fax: 314-835-6101

THE LODGE
1050 Des Peres Road
314-835-6150

Director of Parks & Recreation
City Administrator
Melissa Myers, CPRP
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
mmyers@desperesmo.org
dharms@desperesmo.org 835-6150
835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
Assistant City
1000 N. Ballas Road
Administrator
Non-Emergency:
Scott Schaefer, MPA
314-835-6200
sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
835-6132
314-835-6235
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall, MS
ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6200

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

Captain, Police Services
Sean Quinn
squinn@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/
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