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Des Peres Celebrates Local Government Week
This week the City of Des Peres will join municipalities across Missouri to celebrate
“Local Government Week” representing the ideal time to formally acknowledge
and show appreciation for your local officials and government employees for
their dedication to keeping essential services running, particularly with the
extraordinary challenges over the past year.
Since the onset of the pandemic last spring, local government has been at
the frontlines of public service delivery. Their guidance, quick adjustments,
flexibility, and creativity have kept communities safe with clean water flowing,
the lights on, streets maintained, trash collected, meetings open using online
tools, and consistent customer service for Missouri residents.
Here in Des Peres, we are fortunate to have a dedicated staff encompassing
more than 100 employees across a broad range of professions, all of whom play
an essential role in the quality of life afforded to those who live, work, play, and
shop in Des Peres.
Special recognition is due to our long-tenured employees for their years of loyal
service to the community as shown below:
40 + Years of Service

20 + Years of Service

Steve Braddock - Parks (43 Years)

Eric Hall - Public Safety (24 Years)

30 + Years of Service

John Preuss - Public Safety (23 Years)

Douglas Harms - Admin (35 Years)

David Mieger - Streets (22 Years)

Mary Jo Layton - Finance (33 Year)

Ernie Brockmann - PS (22 Years)

Todd Baker - Public Safety (32 Years)

Terry Schmeiderer - PS (22 Years)

Sean Quinn - Public Safety (31 Years)

Jay Clark - Parks (21 Years)

25 + Years of Service

Doug Mueller - Parks (21 Years)

James Lewis - Parks & Rec (25 Years)

John Schweiss - Public Safety (20 Years)

James Crupper - Public Safety (25 Years)

Cory Buermann - Streets (20 Years)
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Mayor Mark Becker
As I write this letter, County Health has just released new guidelines
that begin to ease some of their restrictions as COVID vaccinations
continue to increase in our region and the number and severity
of new cases continues to decline. However, now is not the time
to become complacent as recent evidence suggests that even
those fully vaccinated can still catch COVID and transmit the
virus as evidenced by one of our vaccinated employees this past
month. If you have not already done so, get vaccinated - if not for
yourself then for your family, friends and community.
Those new regulations offer hope that we are starting a gradual
return to “normal” starting with our outdoor pool. Staff is gearing
up for the grand opening on Memorial Day weekend. We are
hopeful that our summer concert series will be allowed to resume
this year although gatherings of over 500 still require a specific
permit from the County Health Department that will regulate
both crowd size and spacing of attendees.
On another note, I have had some citizen questions about the
decision to outsource emergency dispatching to Kirkwood
especially the inference in recent press reports that the decision
was all about money. Yes, the budget savings are substantial and
as stewards of your tax dollars we need to pay attention to how
those dollars are being used effectively. However, the decision was
as much about operations and safety as budget savings. The Director
of Public Safety has assured us that the services from a joint dispatch
operation with Kirkwood will be as good on a day-to-day basis and
better for larger scale or simultaneous events. The Board of Aldermen
recently voted to use a portion of those savings to fill a public safety
position that has been held vacant since early 2020.

The discussion over in-house dispatching versus joint-dispatching has
been
on-going for nearly two decades. Des Peres is not the first department
Sean Concagh
to
move
to joint dispatching operations but actually one of the last to do
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
so. The list of joint dispatching operations is endless including West Central
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
Police Dispatch (4 cities) and East Central Dispatch (8 cities) both of which
are more than 10 years in existence. Many larger cities provide services to
their neighbors including Ballwin-Manchester and Kirkwood who now also
dispatches for Des Peres, Glendale and Warson Woods. Some departments
including Chesterfield, Elllisville and Overland contract with County for police
dispatch services. Only a handful of large departments (U City, Florissant
and Maryland Heights) operate dispatch centers exclusively for their own
departments.
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Des Peres first outsourced fire dispatching in 2011 and has been pleased
with the results especially in coordination among the fire departments
with whom we have the most frequent mutual aid. The decision to move
police dispatching to Kirkwood was equally about cost savings and
better services for our first responders and the community. Dispatching
requires a certain minimum staffing that our call volume simply did not
require and our minimum staffing was not enough during any larger scale
events. A larger dispatch operation provides sufficient number of dispatchers
on duty to handle multiple calls simultaneously. Most of our dispatchers were
hired by Kirkwood and continue to dispatch from the “Des Peres Desk” located in
the Kirkwood Dispatching Center.

Letter from Mark Becker (Continued)
I started this letter talking about COVID and our
recreation programs. Let me end it the same way.
The Lodge has suffered substantial financial losses
due to COVID and patron anxiety about being
indoors during 2020. The Lodge is adhering to all
CDC recommendations on operations, cleaning
and sanitizing the facility and air quality, air
purification and frequency of turnover of fresh air
in the building. While COVID has certainly visited
our community and some Lodge patrons, we are
not aware of any transmission resulting from use
of our facility. I attribute that to the hard work of
our Lodge staff to keep the facility clean and to the
large majority of our users in voluntarily adhering
to recommended health guidelines while using
the facility. At the same time, over 30% of our
members either suspended or terminated their
memberships in the last year because of COVID
rules or COVID anxiety.
Now is the time to come home and rejoin The
Lodge; to gather with your neighbors and friends
and enjoy this wonderful amenity to our quality of
life in Des Peres whether in the use of the outdoor
pool, the indoor pool, the fitness center or in any
of the multitude of recreation programs we intend
to offer this summer. Keep an eye out for a special
invitation to rejoin or renew your membership
at The Lodge which should arrive by mail in the
coming days.
-Mark

Alderman James Osherow
Sworn Into Office
Join us in welcoming our newly elected alderman
from Ward I, James Osherow, to the Des Peres family
following his Oath of Office Ceremony on April 26.
James (pictured on page 2) is a St. Louis native,
lives in Harwood Hills, and has been a resident of
Des Peres since 2006. James owns and operates a
medical equipment business and is heavily active
with Modern STL – a non-profit advocacy group
that celebrates and strives to protect contemporary
architecture and design throughout the St. Louis
region.
James can be reached at by phone at 314-835-6122
or email at josherow@desperesmo.org.

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times
in May at 7:00pm on Monday the 10th and
24th. All meetings are open to the public
and are being livestreamed with video on
the city website during this COVID period.
By County Health Order, attendance in the
Board Chambers is limited to 50 people and
masks are required. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in April:
1. R21-3468: Authorizing a Unit Price
Contract with Kingsland Concrete
Contractor LLC for Sidewalk Replacements
for Four Winds Farm Subdivision
2. R21-3469: Authorizing a Contract with
Turbo Technologies for Purchase of a
Brine Maker for Use by the Street Division
3. R21-3470: Authorizing a Contract with
Veritech Industries Utilizing a Cooperative
Contract with Sourcewell for Purchase of
Two Storage Tanks
4. R21-3471: Authorizing an Agreement with
SLAIT Health and Anthem for Renewal
of Group Medical Insurance Coverage
Effective July 1, 2021
5. R21-3472: Authorizing an Agreement with
Gaehle Grading to Carry Out Drainage
Improvements at Des Park Including
Asphalt Repairs and Authorizing a
Supplemental Appropriation Relating
Thereto
Items Under Review in May:
1. R21-3473: Authorizing an Hourly Rate
Agreement with G&W Engineering for
Evaluation and Design of Improvements
to Highland Avenue
2. R21-3474: Authorizing a Temporary
Exterior Sales Permit for PowerPlay
located at 12878 Manchester Road to
Allow Outdoor Business Activities
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Parks & Recreation

DES PERES RESIDENT ID CARD
Des Peres residents who would like to receive the resident rate on daily admission at The Lodge
need to purchase a Resident ID card. To prove residency at the initial purchase, a valid driver’s
license and current utility bill must be presented. The cost of the ID is $7 per person which will
also cover the admission fee for that day
of purchase. Resident ID cards can be
purchased at The Lodge front desk during
regular hours of operation. Once you have
your Resident ID card, you show it to the
front desk staff to pay the $7 Resident daily
admission for entry. Residents do not need
to make reservations to use the facility.
Please don't hesitate to contact The Lodge
at 314-835-6150 for questions.
YOUTH FISHING DERBY
Dust off your rod and reel and meet us at Des
Peres Park for our Youth Fishing Derby! Youth,
ages 3 - 12, can enjoy the morning fishing and
participate in the Longest Fish Contest and most
fish caught in each age division! All participants
must provide their own fishing pole and bait. We
will provide the FUN! Registration deadline is June
20. Pre-registration required, no onsite registration.
All St. Louis County Health Department Guidelines
will be followed. Minimum 35/Maximum 100

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SUMMER
OPEN SWIM POOL SCHEDULE
OPENING DAY: SATURDAY, MAY 29!
May 29 - August 8
(visit www.desperesmo.org/150 for
monthly schedule)
Monday - Thursday*
Indoor Wave Pool: Closed for lap swimming
only
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday
Indoor Wave Pool: 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday
Indoor Wave Pool: 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Cost: $7/Member or Resident, $10/Non-Resident
Ages: 3 - 12
Day: Saturday
Time: Check-in begins at 7:30 a.m.; Fishing 8 – 10 a.m.
Session: #5489 June 26
Location: Des Peres Park Dock
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*Memorial Day 5/31/21
Indoor Wave Pool: 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

MAY 16TH-22ND IS NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
Public Works helps maintain a community’s strength by working
together to provide an infrastructure of services in transportation,
water, wastewater, and stormwater treatment, public buildings
and spaces, parks and grounds, emergency management and
first response, solid waste, and right-of-way management. Public
Works provides togetherness needed for collaboration with all
the stakeholders in capital projects, infrastructure solutions, and
quality of life services.
We’ve gotten a good jump on construction season. Cracksealing
of the west “half” of the City was completed in March/April. Bent
Brook Court was reconstructed in April, and much of the Street
Resurfacing Project was completed. The asphalt overlay should
be completed by mid-May!
The Streets crew has been hard at work as well. They modified
the island at Four Winds Farm Drive in order to improve drainage,
and installed new curb ramps and pedestrian crossing signals on
Des Peres Road north of Wyndham Crossing/Goodson. They are
also installing new ramps and a crossing signal at Grandview by
the Lodge.
SIDEWALKS:
Sidewalks have been marked for replacement in Four Winds Farm due to trip hazards, and work is
expected to start in mid-May.
FAIROYAL DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION:
Fairoyal Drive will be reconstructed from East Royal Drive to Barrett Station. This will be a significant
undertaking, as the existing pavement will be completely removed and reconstructed. A segment
of sewer pipe will also be installed to deal with longstanding groundwater problems. E Meier
Contracting intends to bring in equipment the last week in May with work beginning in earnest
right after Memorial Day. This project will take all summer. The project website includes animation
that illustrates phasing. Notification letters will be sent to Fairoyal residents prior to the start of
work.
You can always find additional information about our projects at www.desperesmo.org/projects

Missouri-American Water Company is replacing the water
main along Ballas Road from Clayton Road to Dougherty
Ferry. Since Ballas Road is a County Highway, we have limited
influence over the project. The work is expected to last all year.
Please anticipate delays at times and be careful in work zones.

Public Works

BALLAS ROAD UTILITY WORK
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Staff Directory
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
Director of Public Works
dharms@desperesmo.org Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6110
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130
Assistant City
Administrator
Director of Public Safety
Scott Schaefer, MPA
Chief Eric Hall, MS
sschaefer@desperesmo.org ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6132
835-6200
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Interim Director of Parks & Rec
Scott Schaefer
sschaefer@desperesmo.org
835-6150
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