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Des Peres Outsources Police Dispatching To Kirkwood
The cities of Kirkwood and Des Peres have executed a 5-year dispatching
partnership in which all emergency 911 calls originating within city limits will
be handled by Kirkwood including police, fire and emergency medical service.
This decision was formalized by both cities in early-January with an official
cutover date of April 1 following months of careful planning and cooperation
between the two cities to ensure a seamless transition. Kirkwood operates a
joint dispatching operation as an extension of their Police and Fire departments
in which Glendale and Warson Woods are currently members. Des Peres has
contracted with Kirkwood for fire-ems dispatching services since 2016 and will
now expand that arrangement to include calls for police service.
The decision to outsource emergency dispatching using a consolidated format
was motivated almost entirely by cost. The reality is that standalone dispatching
centers are becoming rare in the St. Louis region given the extraordinary
costs associated with maintaining the technology and infrastructure, training
employees on new equipment and protocols, and meeting accreditation
standards. These financial and operating burdens make it highly attractive for
smaller cities to combine operations into regional assets that serve a broader
population, a trend that has emerged over the past two decades with great
success. Today, these centralized dispatching centers dominate the St. Louis
market and represent nearly 75% of all dispatching services provided to the
region.
“While we certainly recognize and appreciate the outstanding work provided
by our in-house dispatching staff over the years, we can’t ignore the savings
involved with migrating to a joint operation given the current financial climate,”
said Director of Public Safety, Eric Hall. “This transition alone amounts to $350,000
in potential savings each year without relinquishing service levels. That aside,
I wanted to personally thank our dispatching personnel for your outstanding
service and wish you the best. I’m pleased that many of you embraced new
positions with Kirkwood and Iook forward to working together under a different
roof. You make us proud."
For comments or questions on all-things dispatching, please do not hesitate to
contact Public Safety using our non-emergency line at 314-835-6200.

Letter From

Mayor:

Mayor Mark Becker

Aldermen:
Ward I:

It is hard to believe that it has been a full year since COVID formally
hit the St Louis area last March. It has been an interesting journey
to say the least but I would remind everyone that the last chapter
in the COVID book has yet to be written. All accounts are that
vaccinations should be readily available and largely administered
by June offering hope of a return to some sense of “normal”.

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6121 (VM)

COVID has wreaked havoc on all of our lives this past year between
anxiety over COVID spread, health scares, virtual schooling,
Shelter at Home orders, business closures and restrictions on
business occupancy once reopened and limits on social and
public gatherings. Schooling, business functions and public
meetings are now all about “zoom” and mastering technology.

Ben Sansone
bsansone@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6122 (VM)

Ward II:
Dean Fitzpatrick
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6124 (VM)

Ward III:

COVID has placed an enormous strain on city budgets and
finances both with increased costs and reduced tax revenues.
We are concluding our independent audit of 2020 and copies
should be on-line shortly for those who want more details than
the bottom line summary herein.
I am happy to report that our General Fund Budget which supports
public safety and streets ended the year with only a modest deficit
of only $29,604 due in large part to a combination of reduced
spending and aggressive pursuit of one-time federal COVID related
grants by your staff from the federal government totaling nearly
$700,000 in 2020!

Pat Barrett
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)

In contrast, the Park Fund (which funds parks and The Lodge) was hard
hit with a $1,076,283 deficit despite efforts to reduce expenses. Lodge
closures, reduced operating capacity and other operating restrictions
resulted in a reduction in membership revenues, daily admission fees,
rental fees and recreation programming.

Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)

The Capital Fund finished the year in the black with a surplus of $528,488
due largely to deferral of $1.8 million in planned equipment purchases and
construction projects last spring.
Thanks to a conservative financial approach over the years, Des Peres had
accumulated sufficient reserves to weather the 2020 COVID financial storm
without the need for dramatic cuts in services. We financially survived 2020 and
now face the challenges of a new year!
We also know that many of our friends and neighbors and people in our
larger community are hurting as they struggle with the impacts of COVID
both financially and personally. As a community, Des Peres residents
need to do their part to help whether through their church networks,
community non-profits or simply one-on-one. To that end, I am joining
other Mayors in our region again this year to participate in a Mayors for
Meals Food Drive to collect shelf-stable food and personal care items
in partnership with the St Louis Area Food Bank. A quote often used by
many is applicable to today:
“To those who much is given, much is expected”.
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Mayors for Meals Food Drive: Mark your Calendar for Saturday, May 8th from
9:00 AM until Noon at The Lodge !
-Mark

Recap of West County Center Incident
On Friday, April 2nd, at approximately 7:45pm, our
department responded to a report of an active
shooter at West County Center. Numerous agencies
responded to assist and secure the center. The
investigation revealed that an altercation occurred
between two groups of subjects who were familiar
with each other. The location of the altercation was
in the middle of the center, second level, near the
Apple store. During the altercation two firearms fell
to the ground and the suspect fired as he was picking
up the firearm.
Both groups of subjects attempted to flee the scene
and officers were able to quickly locate one group
involved in the altercation, two males and one
female. Both of the males who were detained had
firearms in their possession and one admitted to
being involved in the altercation and firing the one
shot. The subject was arrested and was charged
with three (3) counts of Unlawful Use of a Weapon
by the St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney’s office.
Officers viewed the surveillance footage from the
center and also located a shell casing and projectile
fragments. The investigation continues and we are
currently attempting to identify the other subjects
involved in the altercation.
I am very proud of our officers who responded so
quickly to the initial call for the active shooter. To put
the response into perspective:
•
•
•
•
•

7:45:14 pm: Dispatch of the incident of an active
shooter
7:46:24 pm: 4 of the 5 police units are on the
scene, starting to search
7:48:12 pm: 5th officer arrives
7:48:03 pm: Officer identifies a possible suspect –
information from a witness
7:49:23 pm: Officer responded directly to security
to review camera footage – this was key with
the description to track the suspects from the
altercation to leaving the center.

The command staff and supervisors from the shift are
actively meeting with Kirkwood Communications to
recap the incident. We are in the process of compiling
an after action report with a summary of the
incident, incident times, and recommendations. The
recommendations are related to communications,
command and control, and miscellaneous.
-Eric Hall, Director of Public Safety

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times
in April at 7:00pm on Monday the 12th and
26th. All meetings are open to the public
and are being livestreamed with video on
the city website during this COVID period.
By County Health Order, attendance in the
Board Chambers is limited to 50 people and
masks are required. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in March:
1. B21-2909: An Ordinance Issuing a
Conditional Use Permit to Chipotle for
Operation of a Restaurant at Des Peres
Pointe
2. B21-2910: An Ordinance Authorizing a
Contract with the Missouri Highways and
Transportation Commission Relating to
Reconstruction of Sidewalks and Curbs
and the Resurfacing of Lindemann Road
3. R21-3455: Authorizing a Unit Price
Contract with E Meier Contracting for
Improvements to Fairoyal Drive from
Barrett Station Road to East Royal Court at
an Estimated Cost of $681,235
4. R21-3456: Authorizing Unit Price Contract
with Spencer Contracting for the 2021
Street Resurfacing Program at an
Estimated Cost of $147,474
5. R21-3458: Authorizing a Unit Price
Contract with Spencer Contracting for
Reconstruction of Bentbrook Court at an
Estimated Cost of $74,250
Items Under Review in April:
1. R21-3468: Authorizing a Unit Price
Contract with Kingsland Concrete
Contractor LLC for Sidewalk Replacements
for Four Winds Farm Subdivision
2. R21-3469: Authorizing a Contract with
Turbo Technologies for Purchase of a
Brine Maker for Use by the Street Division
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Parks & Recreation

COLORED PENCIL ART LESSONS
Get to know fellow artists in your area while enjoying the spring air in picturesque Des Peres
Park! Instructor, Eva Brinner, has been a colored pencil artist for over ten years and teaches
people how to easily learn these skills for their own enjoyment. She provides a laidback learning
environment, with customized projects for beginner, and coaching for seasoned colored pencil
artists. Participants must bring their own supplies. Suggested materials included Prismacolor®
colored pencils (set of 24 or 150), Strathmore® Bristol Vellum surface sketch paper (400 or 500
series), Faber-Castell® kneaded eraser and 2H pencil. Add some color to your life this spring! Due
to COVID-19, participants must wear a face covering for the duration of the program. All St. Louis
County Guidelines will be followed during this program including no shared equipment and
physical distancing. Registration deadline is a week prior to the start of the session. Minimum
5/Maximum 20 Visit https://www.desperesmo.org/1491 for details.
Cost: $60/Member & Resident; $71/Non-Resident
Age: 18+
Time: 1 - 3:30 PM
Session: #5093 April 7 – 28 / #5094 May 5 -26
Location: Des Peres Park Pavilion
PARKS & RECREATION EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Are you interested in working at The Lodge Des Peres or in our parks? Our department is centrally
located in St. Louis and has a great culture based on our Lodge Life Values. There are many benefits
that Lodge employees receive including a membership to The Lodge while employed and certification
in CPR/PR, AED and First Aid for qualified positions. Please visit http://www.desperesmo.org/325/Jobs
to submit your application and view the current list of job openings and descriptions. We do not hire
summer-only or seasonal employees for year-round positions. All employees must be 16 years of age or
older to begin work (however, interview process can start earlier).
BALLS-N-STRIKES LITTLE SLUGGERS

We partnered with Balls-n-Strikes Ballwin to bring you the best instructors in the area! Ballsn-Strikes thrives on providing the highest level of instruction possible, proven by their 126 Major
League Baseball draft picks and over 700 players playing in college or the minor leagues. This 6-week
T-Ball program will break down aspects of the game for optimal learning to teach young players the
fundamentals of softball/baseball and the proper mechanics of hitting and throwing. Participants will
be exposed to drills that can be used on and off the field and will focus on fun while learning this great
game. Minimum 10/Maximum 30 Visit https://www.desperesmo.org/444 for details.
Cost: $75/Member & Resident; $90/Non-Resident
Age: 4 – 6
Day: Saturday
Instructor: Balls-n-Strikes Staff
Location: Sugar Creek Park Diamond
Session: #5294 May 8 – June 19 (9 – 10 a.m.) (No Class 5/29)
		
#5295 May 8 – June 19 (10 – 11 a.m.) (No Class 5/29)
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PUBLIC WORKS SUMMER PROJECT PREVIEW
Bent Brook Court Reconstruction
Spencer Contracting will be reconstructing Bent Brook Court this spring. The
removal and replacement of this concrete street will be completed in two phases,
so half the residents will still have driveway access during each phase. This work
is scheduled to start April 12th, so adjacent residents have already received
notification letters and have seen this sign on their street.
Street Resurfacing Project
Ridgelawn Drive, Westwind Drive, and St. Clement Lane will make up this year’s street resurfacing project. The
original street consisted of concrete, which was later overlaid with asphalt. The first step of this project will
be the milling (removal) of the asphalt. Once we can see the underlying concrete, it will be evaluated and
replaced where needed to ensure a solid base. This concrete replacement will likely be the most significant
aspect of the project. Once the concrete work has been completed, a new asphalt overlay will be installed.
The contractor for this work is Spencer Contracting. They will deliver letters to affected residents prior to
the start of work, which is currently scheduled for April 15th.
Sidewalks
This year’s sidewalk project will address trip hazards in Four Winds Farm Subdivision. Bids were recently
opened, and we anticipate the Board of Aldermen approving a contract with Kingsland Concrete at
their April 12th meeting. Work should start in May. As that date approaches, watch for an electronic
message panel at the entrance to the subdivision.
Des Peres Road Pedestrian Signals
Pedestrian signals knowns as Rectangular
Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) will be installed
by our Streets crew at two locations this spring.
The first location will be at Grandview, on the
west side of the Lodge. The other will be just
north of Goodson/Wyndham Crossing. This
location was selected after evaluating sightdistance at several potential locations. New
ADA-compliant curb ramps will be installed
at each crossing.

In addition to all of these projects, our own Streets Division will be
completing pavement and sidewalk repairs at various locations over
the course of the summer. Regardless of who is doing the work, please
watch for signage and drive safely through work zones. The best place
to find information on all City-sponsored projects is www.desperesmo.
org/projects.

Public Works

Fairoyal Drive Reconstruction
This project was originally scheduled for 2020, but was delayed due to revenue shortfalls related to
the pandemic. Fairoyal Drive will be reconstructed from East Royal Drive to Barrett Station. This will be
a significant undertaking, as the existing pavement will be completely removed and reconstructed.
A segment of sewer pipe will also be installed to deal with longstanding groundwater problems. E
Meier Contracting intends to bring in equipment the last week in May with work beginning in earnest
right after Memorial Day. This project will take all summer. The project website includes animation
that illustrates phasing. Notification letters will be sent to Fairoyal residents prior to the start of work.
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Public Works

Future Projects
⇨ Roundabout at Des Peres Road and Old Des Peres Road: Design work continues, with work
scheduled for summer 2022. This project has a federal grant covering 80% of costs.
⇨ Highland Avenue Improvements: The 2021 budget includes funding for the evaluation and
potential design of improvements to repair the street. This street lies between a hillside and a creek,
so water is constantly causing degradation
⇨ Manchester Road Improvements: The City obtained a federal grant covering 80% of the costs
of enhancements to MoDOT’s planned resurfacing of Manchester Road. Our scope will piggyback
onto MoDOT’s project, which is currently scheduled for bidding in December 2021 and construction
in February 2022.
⇨ Ballas Road Resurfacing: St. Louis County is planning a project to upgrade curb ramps and
resurface Ballas Road from Dougherty Ferry to Manchester Road. They are planning to bid the
project in October 2021 and start construction in spring 2022. In the meantime, MissouriAmerican Water Company has started their own project on Ballas, running a new 16” water main
from Clayton Road to Dougherty Ferry. That work is expected to last all summer, with four crews
working concurrently.

BUCKLE UP PHONE DOWN: A SAFETY CHALLENGE THAT CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The City of Des Peres and its employees strongly encourage you to buckle up and keep your phones
down while driving, a policy that we enforce rigourously at the staff level to prevent unecessary
accidents on the job. The Missouri Department of Transportation’s Buckle Up Phone Down campaign
is tackling the two most impactful actions a driver can take to prevent or survive crashes and Des
Peres is joining them in the fight.
First, drivers can put their phones down when they slide behind the wheel. Distracted driving is a major
cause of crashes, not only in Missouri, but in the entire United States. The Missouri State Highway Patrol
reports that cellphones were involved in nearly 2,500 crashes in 2018 alone. Next, people can buckle up
each and every time they get in a vehicle. Of the 685 drivers and passengers killed on Missouri roadways
in 2018, a tragic 63% were unrestrained.
The hope is to get Missouri’s businesses to openly support employee safety, either through internal safety
campaigns or by changing policy to ban cellphone use in company vehicles and make seat belts mandatory.
Statistics show that these two policy changes could have an impact on both incidents and highway fatalities.
The Buckle Up Phone Down Challenge is trying to change these numbers. Videos, social media posts and a
dedicated website will feature citizens and employees of participating businesses and agencies giving the
“thumbs up/thumbs down” sign to show their support of the effort.
The website is located at www.modot.org/BuckleUpPhoneDown and also
features a Partners page where participating businesses and agencies can
display their logos to show support. A Gold Standard section highlights
those businesses who already ban cellphone use and require seat belts by
policy. Together, we can make a difference and save lives!
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City of

Des Peres
Missouri
12325 Manchester Rd.
Des Peres, MO 63131
www.desperesmo.org

connect with us
www.facebook.com/
desperesmo/
https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/

Staff Directory
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
Director of Public Works
dharms@desperesmo.org Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6110
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130
Assistant City
Administrator
Director of Public Safety
Scott Schaefer, MPA
Chief Eric Hall, MS
sschaefer@desperesmo.org ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6132
835-6200
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Interim Director of Parks & Rec
Scott Schaefer
sschaefer@desperesmo.org
835-6150
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