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City to Legalize Archery Hunting For Deer on Private Property
Des Peres residents will soon be allowed to host archery hunts on private
property under new legislation adopted by the Des Peres Board of Aldermen
on August 24. Under the new ordinance, which goes into effect November 25
overlapping with the second half of bow season, property owners with tracts
of land greater than two (2) acres can petition the city to organize deer hunting
activities under strict health and safety guidelines, most of which reflect uniform
hunting standards established by the Missouri Department Conservation. Those
rules broadly include obtaining appropriate tags, completion of hunter safety
training, prohibitions on baiting techniques, and limitations on a successful
harvest.
In addition to the mandatory conservation rules, the city adopted a series
of supplementary regulations that are unique to Des Peres with the goal of
promoting a higher standard of hunter awareness in a suburban setting. For
example, homeowners will be required to obtain permission from the Des Peres
Department of Public Safety to certify that all prospective hunting locations meet
the criteria for archery hunting. The ordinance goes on to stipulate a handful
of site-specific guidelines to help mitigate any nuisances on the surrounding
properties, such as the requirement that hunters discharge their arrows from
an elevated position, a condition that shots be taken only facing the interior of
the property, and a prohibition against hunting within 300 yards of any school,
church or playground.
Of all the guidelines created under this new law, the policy establishing a
2-acre site requirement is perhaps the most relevant for homeowners willing
to participate. To satisfy this condition, residents sharing contagious property
lines (not separated by streets) have the option of combining parcels to meet
the 2-acre threshold, which in practice will require 4-5 properties to contribute
based on average lot size (0.45 acres) in Des Peres. This provision was included to
ensure that hunting locations are large enough to accommodate archery hunts,
but also to encourage strong collaboration between multiple property owners.
Homeowners seeking permission to schedule a bow hunt can submit applications
using the city website beginning November 2. Once applications are processed,
Public Safety staff will then schedule site visits to inspect the proposed hunting
locations for compliance with the ordinance, which can be found in its entirety
at https://www.desperesmo.org/1370/Deer-Management

Letter From

Mayor:

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Mayor Mark Becker

As we end September, the Board of Aldermen and I are heavily
involved in reviewing the proposed 2021 Budget which will go
into effect January 1, 2021. While we have for months been talking
about and studying the likely impact of COVID-19, the business
Aldermen:
closures and limitations on commercial occupancy imposed by
Ward I:
St Louis County and the resulting economic downturn that is
John Pound
facing our country, state, region, county and City of Des Peres on
jpound@desperesmo.org
our budget and finances, we are now moving from discussions to
decisions for next year.
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
Early discussions revolved around cost cutting for 2020 and
Ben Sansone
2021 to offset revenue losses; an increase in the fire sales tax by
bsansone@desperesmo.org
0.25% as allowed by state law; and the likely need to diversify our
(314) 835-6122 (VM)
revenues beyond depending on sales taxes to include potentially
a real estate tax and possibly the end of free trash collection in
order
to continue the current high level of services and minimize
Ward II:
use of our reserves.
Dean Fitzpatrick
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
I want to again thank Des Peres voters for your overwhelming
support in August to approve the increase in the Fire Sales Tax by
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
0.25% which will be effective January 1, 2021 and will generate an
estimated $1.2 million in revenues next year dedicated to fire and
Jim Kleinschmidt
ems operations only offsetting the loss of general fund sales taxes
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
that
were being used to finance both police and fire operations. This
(314) 835-6124 (VM)
is a substantial first step in replacing lost sales tax revenues.
It also now appears likely that Des Peres will receive $575,820 in
Ward III:
federal
CARES funding passed through St Louis County this year
Pat Barrett
which will reimburse us for some of our public safety payroll expenses
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
(+18.5%)
for this year. Those funds will reduce the amount of reserves
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
we need to use in 2020 to cover revenue shortfalls and to continue city
services to the community at their current levels. Fortunately, Des Peres
Sean Concagh
has a reasonably healthy reserve fund accumulated over the years due to
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
conservative fiscal management that gives us the luxury of not needing to
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
overreact to short-term revenue or expense issues until we know if they are
short-term or long-term issues.
While much remains unknown regarding the continuing impact of COVID on our
lives and the rate of economic recovery for the balance of 2020 and 2021, the time
to move from studying and worrying to decision making for the 2021 budget is
rapidly approaching with inflexible deadlines.
Based on the above, the majority of the Board of Aldermen and I have
determined that it is not necessary, at this time, to impose a Des Peres
Real Estate Tax or to begin charging for solid waste services. This month,
the Board voted to continue for the 25th year Des Peres’ $0.00 real estate
tax which, if levied at the authorized rate of $0.22 would have generated
$1,002,000 in both 2020 and in 2021. The general thinking is that we
can use a combination of cost cutting (which won’t be painless for our
employees or the community) and reserve funds to bridge the gap until
the economic recovery occurs or the longer term financial picture becomes
clearer.
I am also happy to report that we recently bid our trash service contract which
expires the end of the year. That contract was last formally bid in 2005 and extended by
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Letter From Mayor Becker (Continued)
negotiations in 2010 and 2015 (with competitive
rates).The results of the bid is a 10.0% reduction
over current costs for the same level of services
with the same hauler Waste Connections who has
provided excellent service for the past 15 years!
That contract allows us to continue providing
solid waste services without sharing the costs with
residents for 2021.
Moving on to less encouraging news, COVID has
impacted The Lodge, which was closed for 3 months
and is now restricted to only 25% occupancy. That
has dramatically resulted in a loss of $1,722,211
in memberships and other Lodge fees for 2020
or -51.1% of normal income. In response, we
reduced expenses by $1,146,050 by shortening
hours, delaying capital projects and reducing
or eliminating most recreation programming
services. The Park Fund (which finances both parks
and recreation) will be our biggest challenge in
2021 made easier by the final payment in 2020
on the bonds issued to construct the building. We
suspect that a return to “normal” at The Lodge will
be slow in 2021 as our members and community
struggle with balancing COVID concerns with a
return to “normal”.
Let me close by encouraging Des Peres citizens to
vote on November 3rd whether in person or by
mail. Voter turnout in Des Peres for presidential
elections is typically around 80.0% or double what
you saw in August. If you are voting by mail, get
your absentee ballots in the mail by mid-October to
ensure a timely delivery to be counted. Or you can
vote on Election Day (assuming you are registered
to vote) at any polling location in St Louis County
(including The Lodge or City Hall) or you can vote
early in person at a number of county voting
locations with the nearest probably at the County
Satellite Offices on Clarkson Road in Chesterfield.
In our democracy, voting is both a right and a
responsibility for every American!
-Mark

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen meets on the 2nd and
4th Mondays of each month (October 12th
& 26th). All meetings are open to the public
and are being livestreamed with video on
the city website during this COVID period.
By County Health Order, attendance in the
Board Chambers is limited to 40 people and
masks are required. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in September:
1. Ord 2873: An Ordinance adopting the
2018 International Building Code, with
amendments, as the Building Code for the
City of Des Peres
2. Ord 2874: An Ordinance Accepting
the Streets and Sidewalks in Chandler
Ridge Subdivision for Public Use and
Maintenance
3. Ord 2876: An Ordinance Requiring
Individuals under the Age of twenty-six
(26) to Wear Protective Headgear while
Operating or Riding as a Passenger on any
Motorcycle and Providing that no Person
shall be Stopped, Inspected or Detained
solely to determine Compliance.
4. Ord 2878: An Ordinance Establishing the
Annual Rate of Tax Levy For All Funds On
All Real and Personal Property Located
Within the City of Des Peres for the Year
2020 and Voluntarily Rolling Back All Tax
Rates to $0.00.
Items Under Review in October:
1. B20-2895: An Ordinance Authorizing
a Contract with Waste Connections for
Residential Solid Waste Services for a
Sixty-Six (66) Month Period Commending
January 1, 2021 and Ending June 30, 2026
including Options for Extensions

2020 Census Deadline

A final reminder that the 2020 Census will officially end on Monday,
October 5. Please be sure to respond to the questionnaire by visiting
www.2020census.gov. Des Peres needs 100% participation!
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Parks & Recreation

NERF WAR IN THE PARK
Gear up for an epic NERF battle in the park! Players will be divided into teams and will rotate
through playing team games (capture the flag, protect the king, defend the fort) and practicing
target shooting. The end of the afternoon will end in a giant every-player-for-themselves war!
Each player must bring their own gun, eye protection and face covering labeled with their name.
Standard darts with a soft tip will be provided (2.84"x 0.47", works with most Nerf equipment, such
as N-Strike Elite, Modulus, Rebelle, Zombie Strike). Registration deadline is 10/28. For weather
cancellations, please check www.desperesmo.org/139 by 11 a.m. on the day of the event. Due
to COVID-19, everyone is required to wear a face covering and keep physical distancing of 6’ for
the duration of the event. Only one parent/guardian may accompany attendees. Darts will be
sanitized between rounds. All St. Louis County Health Department guidelines will be followed.
Minimum 15/Maximum 25 per session. Visit www.desperesmo.org/1545 to register or for more
information.
Cost: $15/Member; $16/Resident;$18/NonResident
Ages: 7 - 12
Session:
November 8, 2:45 – 3:45 p.m. (ages 7 - 9)
November 8, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. (ages 10 – 12)
Coordinator: Samantha H.
Location: Des Peres Park

KIDS’ NIGHT IN
Parents enjoy a night out as your kids enjoy a night in at The Lodge! Each night is themed with fun
games and crafts. This fun program is run by a certified staff and camp counselors. Details on each
night’s activities can be found at www.desperesmo.org/1388. Kids should bring their own sack dinner
due to COVID-19. A face covering is required for this program per St. Louis County Health Department
COVID-19 guidelines. Registration deadline is the Tuesday before the program begins. Minimum 5/
Maximum 15 Visit www.desperesmo.org/1388 to register or for more information.
Cost: $25/Member; $26/Resident; $30/Non-Resident
Ages: 5 - 10
Day: Friday
Time: 5:30 - 9 p.m.
Instructor: Carmen Holahan
Location: The Lodge Activity Room
Session: October 16 (Pumpkin Patch)
November 6 (Time Machine)
December 11 (Mele Kalikimaka: Tropical Christmas)
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
As Fire Prevention Week approaches, The Des Peres Department of Public Safety reminds residents:

“Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!”
October 4th through 10th The Des Peres Department of Public Safety is teaming up with the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) — the official sponsor of Fire Prevention Week for more than 90 years —to
promote this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!” The campaign works
to educate everyone about simple but important actions they can take to keep themselves and those around
them safe.
According to the NFPA, cooking is the leading
cause of home fires and home fire injuries in the
United States. Almost half (44%) of reported home
fires start in the kitchen and two-thirds (66%) of
home cooking fires start with the ignition of food or
other cooking materials. As the NFPA stated, “We
know cooking fires can be prevented, Staying in the
kitchen, using a timer, and avoiding distractions such
as electronics or TV are steps everyone can take to
keep families safe in their homes.”
The Des Peres Department of Public Safety encourages all residents to embrace the 2020 Fire
Prevention Week theme. A cooking related fire can grow quickly. The most important step you
should take before making a meal is to “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!. I have seen many homes
damaged and people injured by fires that could easily have been prevented”, said Eric Hall, Director
of Public Safety for the City of Des Peres.
The Des Peres Department of Public Safety wants to share safety tips to keep you from having a
cooking fire.
Never leave cooking food unattended. Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, grilling or
broiling. If you have to leave, even for a short time, turn off the stove.

•

If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling food, check it regularly, remain in the home
while food is cooking, and use a timer to remind you that you’re cooking.

•

You have to be alert when cooking. You won’t be alert if you are sleepy, have taken medicine or
drugs, or consumed alcohol that makes you drowsy.

•

Always keep an oven mitt and pan lid nearby when you’re cooking. If a small grease fire starts,
slide the lid over the pan to smother the flame. Turn off the burner, and leave the pan covered
until it is completely cool.

•

Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet around the stove and areas where hot food or drink is
prepared or carried.

For more general information about Fire Prevention Week and cooking fire prevention, visit www.
fpw.org, or contact our Department of Public Safety, Fire & EMS Commander Dale Fiala (dfiala@
desperesmo.org) or 314-835-6200.

Public Safety

•
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Public Works

THINGS YOU AUTUMN KNOW...
This time of year we enjoy the changing colors of foliage, but then we also have to deal with the
aftermath: a yard full of leaves. Yard waste pickup is provided to all homeowners at no cost each Monday
throughout the year. While Waste Connections typically will empty yard waste containers, they are not
contractually obligated to do so. This is because some residents overload containers by compacting
leaves and sticks, making containers difficult to lift or empty. We suggest all residents place their loose
yard waste in kraft paper bags, in accordance with our contract. Please do not rake or blow leaves into
the street. They can plug sewer drains and cause flooding. Only pile leaves at the curbline if you or
your neighborhood association have hired a contractor to remove them. The City does not provide
this type of leaf pickup. While we do contract with a streetsweeping company to clean the streets
twice each year, mass leaf pickup is not part of that contract, and the sweeper will go around piles.
While the Public Works Department does deal with trees, it does not have a full-blown forestry division.
Street trees are trimmed only for the purposes of safety or clearance over streets and sidewalks. Public
Works does not “deadwood” or perform general trimming. If street trees are dead or dying, Public
Works will remove the tree for safety reasons. In cases where there are improvements or structures
at-risk, the City may utilize a contractor to remove the tree. These removals are scheduled over the
winter, if possible.
Our Streets Division will only pick up debris from street trees. They cannot trim or remove trees/debris
from private property. Homeowners should follow the yard waste requirements for setting out limbs,
and Waste Connections will pick them up. Bundles should be less than 48”x18”, tied with twine, and
weigh no more than 50 pounds. There is no weekly volume limit for bundled limbs.
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Staff Directory
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
Director of Public Works
dharms@desperesmo.org Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6110
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130
Assistant City
Administrator
Director of Public Safety
Scott Schaefer, MPA
Chief Eric Hall, MS
sschaefer@desperesmo.org ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6132
835-6200
City Clerk
Stacey Mann
smann@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Parks & Rec
Brian Schaffer, C.P.R.P.
bschaffer@desperesmo.org
835-6161
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