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August 4 Primary Election Preview
A reminder that on August 4, 2020, Des Peres residents are being asked to
vote on the following ballot proposition:

ISSUE
01
02
03
04
04
05
06
06
07

August 4 Primary Election
Preview
Letter from Mayor Mark Becker
Timely Tips from Tina - Des
Peres Horticulturist
Dog Days of Summer at The
Lodge
Fall Campout at Des Peres Park
Pavilion
Public Works Updates:
Construction Season Wrap-Up
Safe Driving Tips from Public
Safety
Battery Disposal Warnings
Staff Directory

Subscribe to our
newsletter by
scanning or
clicking the
following QR code

Proposition F
Shall The City Of Des Peres Impose A Sales Tax Of One-Half Of One
Percent For The Purposes Of Providing Revenues For The Operation
of The Municipal Fire Department? Approval of This Proposition Will
Result In an Increase in The Fire Sales Tax In Des Peres From OneQuarter Of One Percent (1/4%) To One-Half of One Percent (1/2%)?
Yes �
No �
Be sure to visit our Voter Information Guide at https://www.desperesmo.
org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1032 to learn more about Proposition F.
Don't forget that registered voters now have the option of voting at any
polling place in St. Louis County for the August primary and all remaining
2020 elections. This accommodation was made by the St. Louis County
Board of Elections to give voters the flexibility of avoiding large crowds
for reasons stemming from COVID-19, but also to allow voters to attend
polling locations that are most convenient to them. Here in Des Peres, only
two polling sites will be available for the August election: (1) the Des Peres
Government Center and (2) The Lodge Community Center. Voters should
feel free to select either location this upcoming Tuesday.
Other quick reminders:
•
•
•

Polls are open from 6am-7pm on election day. Be sure to bring your ID.
All voters and poll workers are required to wear appropriate face
coverings while inside polling facilities. Masks will be made available to
those who request them.
Curbside voting is available at all polling locations for anyone unable to
wear a mask due to physical reasons.
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Welcome to our first e-edition of the Des Peres Newsletter which
we intend to publish monthly going forward at least through the
end of 2021. This newsletter will take the place of our quarterly
print publication of the Des Peres News and the e- Des Peres
Times which we published for 15 weeks immediately following
discontinuation of publication of the Webster-Kirkwood Times
from mid-March.
The change from a printed/mailed newsletter to an electronic
newsletter was done in part as a cost cutting measure in light
of revenue losses due to COVID and the economic downturn.
However, the electronic format has the advantage of providing
more timely and immediate information since the prep-time
required to publish and distribute an e-newsletter can be
accomplished in a week instead of the 5 weeks required for a
mailed newsletter.
The success of the electronic version as an effective communication
tool is entirely dependent on the number of individual residents
signing up for the distribution list using the Notify Me sign up
on our website at https://www.desperesmo.org/lost.asspx. Please
spread the word to your Des Peres friends and neighbors.
PROPOSITION F is on the ballot an August 4th requesting voter
approval to increase the Fire Sales Tax in Des Peres from ¼ to ½
cent effective January 1, 2021. That tax is expected to generate $1.2
million in 2021 offsetting the loss of revenue from other sales taxes
in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID and economic downturn which we
anticipate will fall $2.0 million short of historic revenues supporting
our operating budget in 2021.

The alternative to an increase in the Fire Sales Tax is either a 20.0%
reduction in all operating budgets which would include a reduction
Sean Concagh
of $1.3 million in public safety operations OR additional revenues from
imposing a real estate tax or a trash fee or dramatically reducing our reserve
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
funds
accumulated over the last 20 years. Accumulated reserves, which are
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
intended for short emergencies and for cash-flow purposes, will be depleted
in 2-3 years if we simply wait without taking any action to raise revenues or
reduce expenses/services.
None of these options are attractive but raising revenues seems preferable to
cutting core services to the community including police, fire-ems, snow
removal, street maintenance and trash services. Proposition F is an
opportunity for Des Peres voters to weigh in on helping your elected
officials make the difficult budget choices facing our community in 2021.
BE SURE TO VOTE ON AUGUST 4TH! I wish I could say that Proposition
F solves all of our financial issues. It does not, but it is a major first step.
Our biggest problem in financial planning is time and lack of information
about how quickly the economy and sales tax revenues will rebound
from COVID 19 and the economic downturn. Unfortunately, the time
lag between consumer purchases and our receipt of sales tax revenues to
better understand the likely rebound of the economy is a 60-90 day lag time.
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The full impact of the business closures from March to May will not be known until
August but currently appears to be a $1.6 million general fund revenue loss. The level
of sales thereafter June and July will not be understood until mid-September leaving little

Letter From Mayor Becker (Continued)
time to react and adjust for next year. As a result, we
need to make decisions based on best information
currently available and reasonable projections and
continue to evaluate alternatives and contingencies
trying to balance taxes & revenues against costs &
service expectations. More information to come as
we move forward toward 2021.
-Mark

Timely Tips from Tina
Here are a few gardening tips that apply for our area,
especially for late summer and early fall. A more
detailed list can be found on the Missouri Botanical
Garden website.
Late-July, August and September
• Annual flowers that appear leggy, can be cut
back hard, fertilized to produce new blooms.
Deadheading others is a must.
•

Continue spraying Roses for black spot. Keep in
mind once the spot has damaged the leaf, it will
not turn back green after spray is applied. (Consult
a Horticulturist to help determine whether a
spray program is needed to prevent spreading.
There are some very beautiful shrub roses that are
relatively resistant to black spot, but sometimes
they become infected by a dirty pruner or an
insect that transmits the black spot.

•

Powdery mildew on Lilacs can be unsightly but
cause no harm to the plant.

•

Divide and plant tender perennials – coreopsis,
aquilegia, also peonies just to name a few
(Sept). Water new transplants well and keep a
good schedule of watering for all newly planted
trees and shrubs. For all established shrubs and
perennials, be sure to give them a good soak
regularly especially during dry hot spells with
enough water to moisten the soil to a depth at
least one-third the size of the plant.

•

•

By the end of July, Japanese beetle damage
should subside for the season. At this time, the
adults have laid eggs in the ground and died.
They have a one-year life cycle and can feed on
over 300 species of plants.
Webworms, bagworms, and many other insects
can be problematic during the summer. Be sure
to consult a horticulturist or take a sample to your

nearest garden center for support.
•

Zoysia lawns can receive their final fertilization
application.

•

Other dormant lawns should be soaked ASAP to
encourage strong fall growth.

•

Begin fall seeding or sodding of cool seasoned
grasses. Seed beds should be raked, dethatched,
or core aerified, fertilized and seeded. Keep newly
planted lawn areas moist but not wet.

•

Poorly formed fruits on vine may be a byproduct
of pollination problems, and can cause misshaped
fruit.

•

Cracking fruit, especially Tomatoes, is caused by
water fluctuations. You may also see sunscald on
your tomatoes too.

•

The first week of August is a great time to sow
seeds for the fall vegetable garden. These include
beans, beets, spinach, lettuce, turnips, and
radishes.

•

Broccoli, cabbage, and cauliflower transplants
can be planted by mid to late August.

•

Fruits – protect from birds by netting the plants if
possible.

•

Moth and borers affect peaches, so spraying will
be necessary.

I could go on and on, as there are so many garden
topics to cover this time of year. Above all else, enjoy
youself and have fun.
-Tina James
Des Peres Horticulturalist
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Parks & Recreation

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
Treat your doggie for a dip at The Lodge Outdoor Pool
as we end our summer season! Watch your pooch
paddle and play in the water, receive a tasty dog treat
and make some frisky new friends! For the safety of
everyone, owners must show current proof of the
following vaccinations in order for their dogs to
participate: Distemper, Parvo, Rabies. Dogs will not
be allowed entry without written documentation
of the above vaccines. Humans may not enter the
water with their pooches; this swim is for dogs only!
A portion of our proceeds will be donated to our partner, the Animal Protective Association of
Missouri, to help more animals find loving homes. We will not accept paper towel donations
at the event as originally planned due to COVID-19.
New COVID-19 Guidelines: Six feet of social distancing is required and all humans must wear
a face covering per St. Louis County Health Department guidelines. Keeping in mind contact
tracing and weather unpredictability, online registration required and opens at 12 p.m. on
the day of the event. The cost is per dog with a max of 2 human companions per dog. If you
are bringing one dog, register yourself. If you are bringing multiple dogs, you need to register
yourself for each dog. Visit www.desperesmo.org/775 for details and to register.
Cost: $10 per dog (maximum of 2 humans per dog)
Day: September 8
Time: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Outdoor Pool

FALL CAMPOUT
Remember that magical moment when you set up the tent all by yourself? Remember how fun it
was to all be together at sunset? Remember how majestic the starlit sky looked the first time? Create
lasting memories by connecting with friends and families in the great outdoors. It is something simple
that you can do to promote happier, healthier children. Restrooms are available. Bonfire for S’mores and
roasting sticks provided! Due to COVID-19, participants must provide their own camping gear, S’mores and
food. Registration deadline is September 13. Minimum
5 Tents/Maximum 10 Tents. Visit www.desperesmo.
org/853 for details and to register.
Day: Saturday
Time: 6 p.m. – 7 a.m.
Session: #14193 September 19 - 20
Instructor: Aaron Kaminski
Location: Des Peres Park Pavilion
Cost: $8/Member; $8/Resident; $10/Non-Resident
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CONSTRUCTION SEASON IS ALMOST OVER!
We’re nearing the end of road construction season in Des Peres. Earlier in the year, our contractors completed
sidewalk repairs in Dougherty Lake, concrete street slab replacements on Fawnvalley Drive, and asphalt
overlays on Des Peres Drive, Ridgefield, and Ballas Meadows. The Fairoyal Drive Reconstruction project was
postponed until next year, due to revenue shortfalls related to COVID-19.
Our last big project, the resurfacing of Bopp Road, will be wrapping up
over the next few weeks. Most of the work in June and July consisted
of replacing deteriorated sections of curbs and replacing curb ramps
to bring them up to ADA standards. During the past week, the asphalt
surface was milled in preparation for paving. The southernmost portion
has an underlying concrete base, so the asphalt was removed down
to the concrete, which is in remarkably good condition. For the rest of
the street, we only milled the edges, allowing us to match the curbline
while beefing up the rest of the street. A full-depth asphalt repair was
completed for a stretch of about 300’ near Kendon. Repairing with
asphalt allowed us to reopen to traffic at the end of the day, whereas
concrete would’ve required curing time.
Paving operations are expected to last four days, starting MONDAY, but rain could delay the work.
During paving, there will be moving lane closures and one lane of traffic-EXPECT DELAYS and plan
ahead. At times, side streets will be closed. PLEASE AVOID BOPP ROAD IF YOU CAN, BY USING
ALTERNATE ROUTES. Please watch the electronic message panels and green signs for updated
information, or visit www.desperesmo.org/projects and click on Bopp Road Resurfacing Project.
Sequence of Work
(schedule subject to change based upon weather and productivity)
•

Day 1: Leveling course on concrete section (Manchester to Irene) and at St. Clement’s church,
then start surface course at Manchester

•

Day 2: Northbound lane from Manchester to Doubletree

•

Day 3: Southbound lane from Doubletree to Manchester

•

Day 4: Aprons at side streets

Once paving has been completed, pavement markings will be installed, as well as a rapid
rectangular flashing beacon (RRFB) at the St. Clement’s crosswalk. Eighty percent (80%) of this
project is being reimbursed through a federal grant.

Public Works

Our Streets crew continues to perform maintenance, but on a limited basis. As of a year ago, our
Street Superintendent had a crew of eight (8). Based upon budgetary concerns and an injury, he
currently has five (5) workers. We used to have two separate crews working at different locations,
but we cannot safely do the same with reduced manpower. Please understand that we are doing
our best to maintain the streets, but cannot achieve the same level of service with the smaller
crew.
If you have any questions or concerns for Public Works or Streets, please call us at 835-6130.
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Public Safety

SAFE DRIVING TIPS FROM PUBLIC SAFETY
On Wednesday, July 15, around 6:30 PM, one of our
patrol units on I-270 south of Manchester was rearended by a tow truck. Our officer was responding
to a call for debris (tire tread) in the inner lane of the
highway. Our officer had engaged his emergency
lights and after stopping was exiting the patrol vehicle
when it was struck. The site of the accident was south
of Manchester and site distance lines are somewhat
limited as you crest the hill. In addition the roadways
were still wet as the accident occurred directly after a
storm went through the area. We are fortunate that
our officer escaped with minor injuries.
The City of Des Peres is very unique due to the increase in vehicular traffic during the day and this
accident is a good reminder to everyone to practice driving safety on the roadways. The Department
of Public Safety wanted to pass along these safe driving tips from the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration:
-MAKE SURE your vehicle is in good working condition. You should always check to ensure that
your lights are working, tires and in good condition and properly inflated, your windshield wipers
are in good condition, and you should check your mirror adjustments.
-ALWAYS wear your seat belt.
-DO NOT DRIVE DISTRACTED. A distraction is anything that takes away your attention from driving.
This includes cell phones, eating and drinking while driving, etc.
-SLOW DOWN. Follow all posted speed limits. Remember the faster you drive the more forceful the
impact.
-REMAIN ALERT for vulnerable road users such as motorcycles, bicycles, and pedestrians.
-STAY OUT OF BLIND SPOTS. Make sure you pass safely and do not cut off other vehicles.
-GIVE YOURSELF AMPLE STOPPING DISTANCE. A rule of thumb is a car length (10 feet) for every 10 miles
per hour travel speed. Increase this in wet and limited visibility conditions.
BATTERY DISPOSAL WARNINGS

Trash haulers nationwide (including Waste Connections) are raising awareness about
the dangers of tossing batteries in the garbage. Batteries, especially the lithium-ion
rechargeable type that come in most portable electronics, pose a very serious fire risk
when disposed of improperly. When batteries end up at a trash or recycling facility, they often get
punctured or crushed, causing them to short circuit, overheat, catch fire and potentially explode.
They can also contain toxic chemicals, including lithium, cadmium, sulfuric acid and lead. If disposed
of improperly, these toxic chemicals can leach into the soil and contaminate the groundwater.
It’s important to remember that not all household batteries are prone to these types of hazards.
When in doubt, please reference the following battery disposal guide: http://www.ehso.com/
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