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DES PERES PUBLIC SAFETY AWARDED CALEA ACCREDITATION
You may have noticed those fancy new decal stickers with the words
“Internationally Accredited” affixed to our police cruisers in recent weeks. Yes,
we’re clearly proud with how they turned out, but the message is far more
important. On May 4, the Department of Public Safety was officially awarded
CALEA accreditation for the first time in its 57-year history, bringing closure
to an exhaustive 3-year self-assessment in which the department voluntarily
streamlined its policies and procedures to align itself with CALEA-approved
standards. Des Peres is now among only 35 other law enforcement agencies
across Missouri to share this rare designation.
Since 1979, CALEA (the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies) has been widely recognized as the “gold standard” in law enforcement
credentialing, ensuring that all participating agencies remain accountable
to contemporary policing standards applied on an international level. These
professional standards take the shape of uniform written directives that help
establish clear authority, performance, and responsibilities for the agency
– focusing primarily on improved operational readiness, transparency, and
relationship building throughout the community. To that end, Des Peres Public
Safety spent the last 38 months overhauling its operations to embrace CALEA
best practices while demonstrating compliance to an independent review
committee. In the end, we received exceptional reviews on our performance as
a police department, and even more so given our unique model of public safety
which delivers police, fire and ems using fully cross trained officers.
“On behalf of the Public Safety Department and its members, I want to
personally thank the Mayor, Board of Aldermen and the Des Peres community
for its ongoing support of our police agency, which has certainly made
achieving CALEA possible” said Eric Hall, Director of Public Safety. “I also want
to individually recognize former Director Keith Krumm for his leadership in
moving our department forward into the CALEA process. Finally, this needs to
be recognized for what it is – the culmination of the ongoing day-to-day work
of the men and women in our Department who work tirelessly on behalf of the
community and take great pride in their professionalism in providing not only
police services but also fire and ems services to Des Peres. We look forward to
sustaining this unique designation as we continue working alongside CALEA
for annual compliance”.
For more information about CALEA and the accreditation process, we encourage
you to visit www.calea.org.

Letter From

Mayor:

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Mayor Mark Becker

Where has the time gone? It has been a great summer filled with
numerous and well-attended community events, including our
popular concert series. There have been continuing activities
in our parks and at The Lodge but now it’s back to school and a
regular schedule.
Aldermen:
Ward I:
This summer we saw the retirement of two long-time employees
in Public Safety – Anne Birtley, Records Clerk for the past 32 years
John Pound
and Sergeant Robert Maininni who has been in the Public Safety
jpound@desperesmo.org
Department in a variety of capacities for over 41 years! We wish
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
them both well in their retirement and thank them for their service
to our community.
Ben Sansone
Public Safety and the career of a first responder is a rewarding
bsansone@desperesmo.org
career, but not one without its drawbacks and sacrifices. Time away
(314) 835-6122 (VM)
from family working that we all take for granted on weekends
and holidays; the heightened scrutiny of day-to-day services,
especially
post-Ferguson; and the constant danger inherent in the
Ward II:
job. Nothing brings this home more than a celebration scheduled
Dean Fitzpatrick
this month in which Des Peres and MoDOT are dedicating a portion
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
of Manchester Road as the John Oberkramer Memorial Highway.
John was a Des Peres Public Safety Officer killed in the line-of-day
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
on Christmas Eve 1978 when struck by a teenage driver involved in
a
pursuit along Manchester Road that initiated in Ellisville. John was
Jim Kleinschmidt
not involved in the pursuit but a part of a “roadblock” at Manchester
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
and I-270. The memorial highway program did not exist at the time of
(314) 835-6124 (VM)
Officer Oberkramer’s death and Des Peres is happy to have requested
MoDOT to do so retroactively. We extend to Officer Oberkramer’s
family our sympathy and profound thanks.
Ward III:
Fortunately, while John is the only Des Peres officer to make the
Pat Barrett
ultimate
sacrifice in the line-of-duty, we have another officer on staff,
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
Lt. Ernie Brockman, whose father was also killed in the line of duty while
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
serving as a Bridgeton Officer. Both families express their appreciation to
Backstoppers for the work they do in supporting the surviving families of
Sean Concagh
officers killed in the line of duty.
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
As we enter fall, the Board of Aldermen and I embark on our budget review
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
process for 2020. While the city enjoys a healthy tax base it is safe to say that we
cannot afford to simply do everything that everyone wants. We are fortunate
to host West County Center and the sales taxes it generates for our community
but county-wide sharing, internet sales and regional competition have made a
marked dent in that revenue stream. Our operating budget is largely salary and
benefits for over 100 full-time employees (50% of whom are first responders) who
provide your services in public safety, parks & recreation, public works and
street maintenance. We provide all of the services that we do as one of only
two cities without a local real estate tax to support local services. Budgeting
is about balancing priorities with the available resources.
A good example of community wants and needs – deer management. We
have heard from many of you on both sides of the issue, most in favor and
some against implementing an aggressive deer management program.
That debate is an emotional one but is it also a financial decision – current
estimates are that such a program will cost between $50,000 and $100,000
per year! That is similar to last year’s discussion over a more aggressive street
tree management program to manage the emerald ash borer infestation and
general street tree maintenance – approved at a cost estimated at $100,000
per year for 5 years. Please note that we realize we have a fiduciary duty to spend
resources in a prudent way. That is why we will spend the next 5 months preparing the
Des Peres Budget for 2020.
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Vehicle Theft

Prevention

Municipal Calendar
September

The City of Des Peres has been experiencing
a large number of thefts from vehicles, the
majority of the thefts are from vehicles that are
left unlocked, usually the thefts occur late at
night. Here are some things that you can do to
help deter the thieves:
1. Lock the doors and close the windows. Don’t
make it easy for a thief to break in or reach
in and snatch anything of value! Would you
leave your fridge open while at work and
expect the dog to stay out of it? Probably
not. Make it a habit to double check that
your doors are locked and your windows are
closed when parking your vehicle.
2. Don’t leave your car running. It can be
tempting to leave your car running when
you’re just popping in and out of the store,
but this also makes it pretty easy for a thief
to hop in and drive away. Also, it’s illegal to
leave your car running and unattended in
30 states plus the District of Columbia. Laws
vary based on the circumstance and state,
but they all have the same goal in mind: to
help prevent your car from getting stolen!
3. Park in well-lit areas. If you’re parking your
car somewhere after the sun has gone down,
try to find a spot underneath a streetlight
that’s well lit and well trafficked. Thieves may
be less likely to rummage through a car with a
spotlight on them and a potential audience just
around the corner.
4. Hide any valuables. Better yet, avoid keeping
valuables in your car at all. If a thief must choose
between a seemingly empty car or one with a
laptop, cell phone, or wallet on the passenger
seat, guess which one they’ll choose? If you must
leave something important in your car, put it in
your trunk before you reach your destination.

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

2nd
3rd
3rd
5th
9th
11th
23rd
23rd

Labor Day Holiday
Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall

October
3rd
7th
7th
9th
14th
14th
28th
28th

Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Columbus Day Holiday, City Hall Closed
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall

November
4th
4th
6th
11th
12th
13th
25th
25th
28th
29th

Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Veterans Day Holiday, City Hall Closed
Board of Aldermen, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Aldermen, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Thanksgiving Holiday, City Hall Closed
Thanksgiving Holiday, City Hall Closed

Experienced thieves have been known to stake out
parking lots, look for drivers transferring things to
their car trunk, and then break into the trunk.
5. Invest in an anti-theft system. Whether it’s a
steering wheel lock, a window alarm, or an ignition
cut-off system, anything that makes a thief work
harder could also make your car safer. If it will slow
them down or potentially get them caught, they’ll
probably pass.
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Parks & Recreation

NINJA OBSTACLE COURSE AT DES PERES PARK
Sign up your junior ninja warrior for a .85-mile obstacle course just for kids! Olympia Ninja City will
provide awesome equipment for participants to test their upper body strength on unstable monkey
bars, trapeze and rings course. They will attempt balance and agility obstacles on the spinning
log, slack line and quad steps, finishing on a warped wall! Do not miss the chance for your kiddos
to push their own limits, show off their ninja skills, and of course, have fun in a non-competitive
environment! Each participant will receive a race t-shirt and medal! Parents are required to
accompany kids, ages 5-8, through the course (at no extra cost). Registration deadline is 9/11/19.
Thank you to our sponsors, K & R
Certified Public Accountants, Farmers
Insurance Agent Candis Erickson and
to our race partner, Olympia Ninja
City! Minimum 60/Maximum 130
Cost: $20/Member; $21/Resident;
$24/Non-Resident
Ages: 5 - 12
Days: Sunday, September 22
Location: Des Peres Park

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
Treat your doggie for a dip at The Lodge Outdoor Pool as we end our summer season! Watch your
pooch paddle and play in the water, receive a tasty dog treat and make some frisky new friends! For
the safety of everyone, owners must show current proof of the following vaccinations in order for
their dogs to participate: Distemper, Parvo, Rabies. Dogs will not be allowed entry without written
documentation of the above vaccines.
Owners may not swim with their pooches;
this swim is for dogs only! Thank you to
our dog treat sponsor, Three Dog Bakery. A
portion of our proceeds will be donated to
our partner, the Animal Protective Association
of Missouri, to help more animals find loving
homes. Maximum 150
Cost: $10 per dog
Days: Tuesday
Date: September 3
Time: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Outdoor Pool
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YOUTH DANCE PROGRAM
Our 24-week youth dance program offers an entire school year of instruction in the art of dance where
students can explore creative movement, flexibility and self-confidence. The first semester emphasizes
rhythmic training, coordination, grace and posture for the young student at the barre (September –
December). The second semester emphasizes dance routines in preparation for the spring recital (January
– April). The Spring Dance Rehearsal is April 3 and the Recital is April 4 at the Ladue Performing Arts
Center in Ladue High School. Dance students should wear a black leotard (no skirts please), pink tights,
pink ballet shoes and tan tap shoes. Hip Hop, Tumbling, & Pom students should wear athletic clothes
with jazz or tennis shoes. The program cost includes the costume fee for the spring dance recital. All
students must be toilet independent in order
to participate. Registration deadline is 11/1/19.
DANCE LEVEL GUIDE
Beginner Level: Students new to our dance
program; Intermediate: Students with 1
year of experience; Advanced: Students
with 2 or more years of experience
Location: The Lodge Activity Room
Cost: $275/Member; $289/Resident;
$330/Non-Resident

NFL FLAG FOOTBALL LEAGUE

INDIVIDUAL PLAYER REGISTRATION (FREE AGENT)
Cost: $65/Member; $69/Resident; $78/Non-Resident
Day: Saturday
Time: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Session: #11319 January 11 – February 22 (ages 5 - 8)
Location: Des Peres Park
#11320 January 11 – February 22 (ages 9 - 11)
12325 Manchester Road
#11321 January 11 – February 22 (ages 12 - 14)

Parks & Recreation

This coed 5 vs. 5 Flag Football league will meet Saturday mornings.
Games will be scheduled between 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Registration fee
includes an NFL Flag jersey and a set of flags for each player to keep.
A six-game regular season will be followed by a post-season playoff
game to include all teams. Teams will be divided into three age
divisions (5 - 8, 9 - 11, 12 - 14) based on their age as of 1/11/20. Games
will be rescheduled if temperature is below 20 degrees. Make-up
games will be added on Sundays or at the end of the schedule. Player
registration will be taken individually (Free Agent) or by team. If you are registering as a Free
Agent then it is not a guarantee that you will placed on a team. If enough “Free Agents” register
then a team will be created from the Free Agent pool of players. If you would like to register a
team, please contact Corey at 314.835.6166 or cnewgent@desperesmo.org. All team registrations
must have a volunteer coach with a maximum of 10 players. All volunteer coaches are required to
attend a coach’s meeting on 1/4/20 at 1:30 p.m., and must clear a criminal background check. The
early bird registration cost (listed below) will end on 11/17/19. Registrations after that will increase
by $10. Registration deadline is 12/8/19. Because this is a large program, online registration is
required at www.desperesmo.org/416. Cost is per player. For Team Registration, please contact
Corey at 314.835.6166
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Public Works

THE CHANGING OF THE SEASONS
This time of year we enjoy the changing colors
of foliage, but then we also have to deal with the aftermath:
a yard full of leaves. Yard waste pickup is provided to all
homeowners at no cost each Monday throughout the year.
While Waste Connections typically will empty yard waste
containers, they are not contractually obligated to do so.
This is because some residents overload containers by
compacting leaves and sticks, making containers difficult to
lift or empty. We suggest all residents place their loose yard
waste in craft paper bags, in accordance with our contract.
Please do not rake or blow leaves into the street. They can
plug sewer drains and cause flooding. Only pile leaves
at the curbline if you or your neighborhood association
have hired a contractor to remove them. The City does not
provide this type of leaf pickup. While we do contract with
a streetsweeping company to clean the streets three times
each year, mass leaf pickup is not part of that contract, and
the sweeper will go around piles.

HOLIDAY TRASH/RECYCLING
SCHEDULE
•
•
•
•
•

Columbus Day: Regular
Service
Veterans' Day: Regular
Service
Thanksgiving: Thursday
11/28: No Service, rest of
week delayed by one day
Christmas Day: Wednesday,
12/25: No Service, rest of
week delayed by one day
New Year’s Day:
Wednesday, 1/1: No
Service, rest of week
delayed by one day

While the Public Works Department does deal with trees, it
does not have a full-blown forestry division. Street trees are trimmed only for the purposes of safety
or clearance over streets and sidewalks. Public Works does not “deadwood” or perform general
trimming. If street trees are dead or dying, Public Works will remove the tree for safety reasons.
In cases where there are improvements or structures at-risk, the City may utilize a contractor to
remove the tree. These removals are scheduled over the winter, if possible. Our Streets Division
will only pick up debris from street trees. They cannot trim or remove trees/debris from private
property. Homeowners should follow the yard waste requirements for setting out limbs, and Waste
Connections will pick them up. Bundles should be less than 48”x18”, tied with twine, and weigh
no more than 50 pounds. There is no weekly volume limit for
bundled limbs.
NEIGHBORLY REMINDERS
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•

Trash and Recycling Bins
are not allowed to be
visible from the street,
other than on pickup day.

•

Concentrated flow (e.g.
drainpipes) cannot be
directed onto neighboring
properties, and must
daylight at least 10’ from
the property line. The
property line is about 7’
behind the curb on most
streets.

•

Your kids might think
it’s fun to write in fresh
concrete, but they’re
actually damaging
public property, and the
neighbors might not want
so see your kids’ names for
the next 40 years. Please
don’t deface the new
concrete.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
The Des Peres Department of Public Safety is teaming up with the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA)-the official sponsor of Fire Prevention Week for more
than 90 years-to promote this year’s Fire Prevention campaign, “Not Every Hero Wears
a Cape. Plan and Practice Your Escape!” Home fire escape planning and drills are an
essential part of fire safety. A home fire escape plan needs to be developed and
practiced before a fire strikes.
HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLANNING SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
• Drawing a map of each level of the home, showing all doors and windows
• Going to each room and pointing to the two ways out
• Making sure someone will help children, older adults, and people with disabilities wake up and get out
• Teaching children how to escape on their own in case a grown up cannot help them
• Establish a meeting place outside and away from the home where everyone can meet after exiting
• Having properly installed and maintained smoke alarms
HOME ESCAPE PRACTICE SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
• Pushing the smoke alarm button to start the drill
• Practice what to do in case there is smoke: GET LOW AND GO. Get Out Fast
• Practicing using different ways out and closing doors behind you as you leave
• Never going back inside for people, pets, or things
• Going to your outdoor meeting place
• Calling 9-1-1 or the local emergency number from a cell phone or a neighbor’s phone
SMOKE ALARMS
• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke alarms can mean the difference
between life and death in a fire.
• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half.
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside of each separate sleeping area, and one on every
level of the home, including the basement.
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button.
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm and knows how to respond.
COOKING
• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries.
• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking.
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or boiling food.
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in the home.
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from the stovetop.

While the Des Peres Department of Public Safety and the NFPA are focusing on home fires, these
messages apply to virtually any location. Situational awareness is a skill people need to use wherever
they go. No matter where you are, look for available exits. If the alarm system sounds, take it seriously
and exit the building immediately.
12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

Public Safety

HEATING
• Heating equipment is one of the leading causes of home fires during the winter months.
• Space heaters are the type of equipment most often involved in home heating equipment fires.
• All heaters need space. Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet away from heating equipment.
• Have a 3-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters.
• Purchase and use only portable space heaters listed by a quality testing laboratory.
• Have a qualified professional install heating equipment.
• Maintain heating equipment and chimneys by having them cleaned and inspected by a qualified
professional at least once a year.
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connect with us
www.facebook.com/
desperesmo/
https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/

STAFF DIRECTORY
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

Court Administrator
Amie Clemonds, CCA
835-6119

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
835-6110

Municipal Court
12325 Manchester Road
835-6118

Assistant City Administrator
Scott Schaefer, MPA
835-6132

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall

City Clerk
Stacey Mann
835-6111
Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
835-6113
Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6130
Building Official/Inspector
Matthew Whitwell, MCP
835-6137

Department of
Public Safety
1000 N. Ballas Road
835-6200
Emergency dial 911
Director of Parks & Rec
Brian Schaffer, C.P.R.P.
835-6161
The Lodge Des Peres
Recreation Facility
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150
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