

















CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY

The Des Peres Department of Public Safety
has been a member of the West County
Citizens Police Academy for almost nine years.
This multijurisdictional community outreach
partnership also includes the cities of Creve
Coeur, Frontenac, Olivette, and Town and
Country. This partnership is the only one of its
kind in the St. Louis metropolitan area and is
a model for how well each department work
side by side in striving to provide the highest-
level of services to our communities. This joint
effort allows us to have multiple instructors with
varying areas of expertise and in turn provide the
most comprehensive and informative classes to
the community.

Due to the ongoing, continued success of this
program, the group was approached near the end
of 2018 by the cities of Ladue and Chesterfield
Police Departments with interest of joining. In
late December, the core members of the group
met and were in unanimous agreement that
adding these two departments would bring even
more experience and resources to the existing
partnership. We are excited to welcome the cities
of Ladue and Chesterfield Police Departments to
what has become a highly sought after program
In west county.

The next offering of the citizen police academy
1s March 5 — April 30, 2019. If any resident is
interested in applying for the program please
follow the link at www.desperesmo.org, or
contact Community Service Officer Brandon
Elzinga at 314-835-6286.
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VEHICLE THEFT AWARENESS

Wed like to be able to say that our warning about
thefts from vehicles is a "seasonal issue” however,
unfortunately it's not it is a yearlong problem. [t
would also be nice to say that we can prevent all
of these thefts from occurring, but we can only
help deter them, and so can you. There are a few
ways for the public to help curve this problem.

The first one 1s simple, lock your car. Locking
your car will decrease the bad guy's willingness
to break a window in most cases. Breaking a
window only calls attention to their illegal activity,
the very reason they strike primarily in the dark
and at night, in an attempt to go undetected.

The second way is by not leaving anything of
value in your car. This may sound easier said
than done. Many people don't consider certain
items as "valuable’, for instance, an empty wallet
with no cash. What some people don't realize
until it is too late is that the bad guy doesn't
generally look for the cash right away,; they will
simply take the wallet and look for the cash after
the item has been stolen. Now you are left with
no identification, credit cards, or other important
items. This warning includes key fobs. Keyless
entry is very convenient way to enter your vehicle,
but by not taking your fob with you when you get
out of your vehicle only allows the bad guy to
now take it!

The last thing people can do is, try to if at all
possible, park your vehicle in a well lit area or in
an area where you are able to view it. We realize
that this is not always possible, but you decrease
your chances if your vehicle is parked in a well
lit area for the simple fact these are crimes of
convenience. Making it convenient for them will
likely cause them to keep coming back looking
for more items to steal. Let's not make it easy for
them to steal from you and we will do our best to
stay as visible as possible to keep them out of Des
Peres as welll  -Detective Trent Koppel
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STAFF DIRECTORY

City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
835-6110

ares WA Assistant City Administrator
"6 ’ Scott Schaefer, MPA
% s P 835-6132

City Clerk

Stacey Seymour

835-6111

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA
835-6113

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, PE.
835-6130

Building Official/Inspector
Matthew Whitwell, MCP
835-6137

Court Administrator
Amie Clemonds, CCA
835-6119

Municipal Court
12325 Manchester Road
835-6118

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall

Department of
Public Safety

1000 N. Ballas Road
835-6200
Emergency dial 911

Director of Parks & Rec
Brian Schaffer, CPR.P.
835-6161

The Lodge Des Peres
Recreation Facility
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150

CITY OFFICIALS

MAYOR
Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org

ALDERMAN
WARD I
John Pound
jpound@desperesmao.org
Ben Sansone
bsansone@desperesmo.org

WARD II
Dean Fitzpatrick
dfitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org

WARD III
Pat Barrett
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org



